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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
The Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI) is an en-
tirely African-owned and African-led network of agricultural policy research centers that 
generate high-quality evidence and provide policy guidance in support of agricultural 
development, food and nutrition security, and livelihoods resilience.

ReNAPRI was established on 16th November 2012, and officially registered in Lusaka, 
Zambia on 31st October 2014. ReNAPRI member institutes are based in central, east, 
southern, and west Africa, and in line with the network’s Governance Guidelines, the 
ReNAPRI Secretariat was launched in December 2019 to support the day-to-day oper-
ations of the network. 

ReNAPRI is committed to being a network of centers of excellence supporting policy 
making across the African continent. As a group of highly qualified and dependable re-
searchers, from various academic backgrounds, we continue to build our reputation as a 
go-to body of experts providing advice and ideas on how to address specific agricultural 
sector related problems affecting Africa. 

Our success as a think-tank will depend on our ability to generate high quality evidence 
in support of effective policy making at national, regional, and continental levels. For this 
reason, we, pride ourselves in our strategy toward building the research capabilities of 
our member institutes through the concept of Africa-to-Africa Learning (AAL). We also 
ensure that a process of effective cross-pollination of skills, methodologies, tools, and 
data takes place within the network, in support of Africa’s food system.

ReNAPRI’s abilities also derive from the strength of our partnerships, and outreach ac-
tivities which include among others: the Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders Conference, 
held since 2014; policy briefs, media briefs, reports and publications, among others. 
ReNAPRI is keen to deepen its engagement with key stakeholders at national, regional, 
and continental levels as well as its international collaborators and development part-
ners. I take this opportunity to thank our conference sponsors for 2021: Feed the Future 
Innovation Lab for Policy Research Capacity and Influence; and the European Union’s 
Joint Research Center (JRC) for their support. 
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This year, ReNAPRI recognizes the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and climate 
change, among other shocks, the continent’s agricultural sector and on livelihoods resi-
lence. This calls for Africa to transform - toward sustainable and resilient food systems. 
This informs the theme of the 8th Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders Conference. 

It is my honour and privilege to welcome you all, our friends, collaborators and consum-
ers of our products, to the 2021 Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders Conference. We look 
forward to your invaluable contributions

Nalishebo Meebelo (PhD)
Executive Director
ReNAPRI Secretariat
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WELCOME NOTE 
The Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER) is a semi-autono-
mous unit under the College of Humanities, University of Ghana, and engages in a num-
ber of policy relevant research. Since 1962, ISSER has established itself as a center of 
excellence in social science research in the West African sub-Region. The Institute has 
demonstrated commitment to carrying out high-quality research which generates evi-
dence to support policy within Ghana and on the African continent.  

ISSER has a strong commitment to training high-quality graduate students and this has 
been possible through its 22 faculty members with PhDs and from a multidisciplinary 
background.  We enrol 20 Masters’ Students and 5 PhD students (who specialize mainly 
in development studies and economics) per annum. Within this context, ISSER believes 
in the synergies which strong partnerships for research can create in generating evi-
dence for action and for promoting development on the African continent. 

It is in this light that in the last five years or so, the Institute developed an MoU with 
ReNAPRI and consequently went ahead to formally join the network. So far, our rela-
tionship with ReNAPRI and network members has been great; research fellows from 
ISSER have already collaborated with other researchers across the continent through 
ReNAPRI to undertake very important assignments especially in the field of agriculture, 
food security and rural development.

We at ISSER are of the view that sustained dialogue among relevant stakeholders and 
researchers both within and outside of the African continent has the potential to bring to 
fore the most urgent research questions which needs addressing as well as ways to de-
velop relevant methodologies which are cost effective and straightforward to implement. 
It therefore came as great joy to us when the ReNAPRI Board of Directors nominated 
ISSER to host its 8th Annual Conference which seeks to promote discussions around 
transformation and sustainability of African food systems.

We would have loved to have all of you here in person for physical interactions and for 
you to tour our beautiful campus but for the times find ourselves. Nevertheless, we know 
you are here with us spirit and the strides made in telecommunication innovations will 
also help us connect online in the next three days. New times demand new approaches. 
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I therefore urge all of us to bring onto the table innovative approaches which will promote 
the resilience of Africa’s agriculture to secure our common future.

I take this opportunity to warmly welcome all participants to this conference – both for 
those who will be here physically and those who will join online. And may these delibera-
tions generate outputs which will drive a sustained food security agenda on the continent 
of Africa, especially in a new world of uncertainties related to public health and environ-
mental demands driven by climate change. 

Prof Peter Quartey,
Director
Institute of Statistical Social and Economic 
Research, University of Ghana
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INTRODUCTION
In 1798 Thomas Malthus, a British cleric and economist, predicted that population growth 
was going to outstrip agricultural production and eventually nations would fall into the 
“Malthusian trap” of war, poverty and depopulation.  Fast forward to 2021, the start of 
what the United Nation’s Food System Summit (UNFSS) is calling a “Decade of Action”, 
and the world is faced with the same challenge; but this time with the added caveat of a 
rapidly diminishing natural resource base. For the African continent the challenge is all 
the more real.    

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has registered the most rapid rate of agricultural production 
growth since 2000 of any regions of the world.  Output expanded by 4.3% per year in 
inflation-adjusted U.S.D.  The world average over the same period was 2.7 percent per 
year .  At some level, this was a win for the continent.
  
However, 75% of the rapid agricultural production growth reflects rapid expansion in 
cropped area.  Only 25% from yield growth.  The reality is; Africa needs to transition from 
land-dependent to productivity-led growth at the farm-level, as well as in the downstream 
stages of the Agri-food system.  The status-quo is not sustainable; environmentally, 
economically and socially.  

As we enter the decade of action, African leaders are having to manage short-term 
pressures against medium- and and long-term uncertainties. The critical question is how 
to design African agrifood systems to endure future external shocks and/or stressors 
in order to feed two billion more people by 2050? Finding answers to this question will 
require a degree of reflection, reimaging, and resetting of existing systems to transform 
Africa’s food system. As a step in that direction, ReNAPRI’s 8th Annual Stakeholder 
Conference will engage a diverse group of highly informed stakeholders committed to 
building sustainability and resilience into the region’s agrifood systems.  The sessions of 
the conference will be geared towards identifying effective policies and innovative public 
and private sector investments which will ensure open markets and facilitate broad-
based resilient growth.future external shocks and/or stressors in order to feed two billion 
more people by 2050? Finding answers to this question will require a degree of reflection, 
reimaging, and resetting of existing systems to transform Africa’s food system. 
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As a step in that direction, ReNAPRI’s 8th Annual Stakeholder Conference will engage 
a diverse group of highly informed stakeholders committed to building sustainability and 
resilience into the region’s agrifood systems.  The sessions of the conference will be 
geared towards identifying effective policies and innovative public and private sector 
investments which will ensure open markets and facilitate broad-based resilient growth.
future external shocks and/or stressors in order to feed two billion more people by 2050? 
Finding answers to this question will require a degree of reflection, reimaging, and reset-
ting of existing systems to transform Africa’s food system.  

As a step in that direction, ReNAPRI’s 8th Annual Stakeholder Conference will engage 
a diverse group of highly informed stakeholders committed to building sustainability and 
resilience into the region’s agrifood systems.  The sessions of the conference will be 
geared towards identifying effective policies and innovative public and private sector 
investments which will ensure open markets and facilitate broad-based resilient growth.
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CONFERENCE THEME

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

The overarching theme of the 8thth Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholder Con-
ference is; “Transform: toward sustainable and resilient food systems 
in Africa”.

The purpose of the conference is to promote strategic dialogue and evidence-based 
guidance to African governments as they grapple with how to build sustainable and 
resilient food systems. An evidence-based guidance can assist African governments, 
private firms and civil society groups to anticipate and respond proactively to tipping 
points in the ever-changing landscape of the Continent.  
Therefore, the key objectives of the 8th Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders’ Conference are 
to: 

1. Reflect on the outcomes of the UNFSS in the context of sustainable       and 
resilient food systems in Africa

2. Contextualize the conversation of a transformed African Agrifood system

3. Identify public and private sector actions that will facilitate the transition from 
resource-dependent to productivity-led growth; and

4. Promote practical ways by which African governments and Pan-African 
organizations can focus high-impact public investments that embed resilience 
and sustainability in downstream levels of the agrifood system.
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OUR APPROACH

PARTICIPANTS 

 » Keynote Presentations that provide a contextual framework and identify priority 
public investments that facilitate sustainable and resilient growth, both at farm-level 
and in the downstream stages of the food systems;

 » Panel Discussions including industry experts/stakeholders and government offi-
cials, charged with identifying concrete strategies that address the challenges and 
unlocks the regions agricultural potential; 

 » Interactive Q&A on how best varying stakeholders can support intra-regional efforts 
at local, national and regional levels

 » Regional Economic Community and relevant government ministries’ representa-
tives

 » Farmer organizations
 » Private sector organizations and companies
 » Academics
 » Development think tanks
 » Research organizations (national and international)
 » Development agencies and donor community

The ReNAPRI conference will be held over a 3-day period and consist of a series of 
virtual webinars that will comprise the following activities;

Conference participants include a range of stakeholders actively engaged in 
the African Agricultural sector. These include:
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The planning and organization for this conference is coordinated by the ReNAPRI 
Secretariat and the host ReNAPRI institution, the Institute of Statistical, Social and 
Economic Research (ISSER), University of Ghana.  

Financial and Technical support for the conference is provided by key partners including 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) through the Policy 
Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI) Project, the European Commission Joint 
Research Center (JRC), and the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research 
(ISSER), University of Ghana.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

PLANNING/ORGANIZING COMMITTEES

FINANCE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

 » Greater awareness of resilience and sustainability challenges facing the agri-
food system.

 » Identifying approaches for implementing programs that effectively address these 
challenges – the practical “how” questions. 

 » Linkages and new partnership opportunities among the various stakeholders.
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Time zone is GMT
PROGRAMME-AT-A-GLANCE

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH

11h00 – 12h30

11h00 – 12h30

12h30 – 12h45

12h30 – 12h45

12h45 – 14h15

12h45 – 14h15

14h15 – 14h30

14h15 – 14h30

14h30 – 15h00

14h30 – 16h00

16h00 – 16h15
16h15 – 17h15

Opening Remarks and Welcome
Comfort Break

Comfort Break

Comfort Break

Comfort Break

Webinar 1: High-level panel on sustainable and resilient 
food systems in Africa

Webinar 4: Going beyond the farm: achieving resilience in 
downstream agri-food systems

Webinar 5: Towards resilient, sustainable, transformed 
African food systems 
Comfort Break
Closing: Lessons Learned and the Way Forward

Webinar 3: Opportunities for building resilience of Afri-
can farming systems 

Webinar 2: Launch of ReNAPRI strategic plan 
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THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18TH 2021

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH

09h00 – 10h00

08h00 – 9h30

09h30 – 9h45
09h45 – 11h15

11h15 – 11h30
11h30 – 13h00
13:00 – 13:15
13h15 – 14h45

14h45 – 15h00
15h00 – 16h30

Side Event 1: APRA - Inclusive agricultural commercialization: 
lessons from Ghana and Nigeria

Side Event 2: FANRPAN – Building integrated and inclusive 
climate-smart, nutrition-secure pathways in Sub-Saharan
Africa

Side Event 3: AGRA – Regional Trade as a driver for sustain-
able food systems transformation in Africa

Side Event 4: STAAARS (+) – Cohort Research Outputs

Side Event 5:  ISSER – Agricultural Finance in the Context of 
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCTA)

Side Event 5:  R2P – Peer Learning Panel on Effective Policy 
Outreach Strategies

Comfort Break

Comfort Break

Comfort Break

Comfort Break

SIDE EVENTS 
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FULL PROGRAMME
Time zone is GMT

11h00 – 12h30WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

OPENING REMARKS AND WELCOME: 
As we approach the deadline for the 2014 African Union Malabo Declaration towards 
attaining Accelerated Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved 
Livelihoods by 2025, there is a need to urgently reflect on our perceptions of the 
continent’s food system and to strengthen our resolve in addressing challenges facing 
the agricultural sector. This includes among others, issues such as the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the consequences of climate change.
  
Furthermore, the UNFSS Summary and Statement of Action (23rd September 2021), 
notes this: that at the launch this Decade of Action toward achieving the Global Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030, many of the world’s foods systems were fragile and not 
fulfilling the right to adequate food for all, while almost 50% of humanity could not afford 
a healthy diet. Greenhouse emissions, economic volatility and conflict, among other 
issues, threatened the world’s food system.  It is for this reason that countries have been 
called to re-strategize their efforts towards nourishing their people, boosting nature-
based solutions, advancing equitable livelihoods, building resilience to vulnerabilities 
shocks and stresses, and accelerating the means to implementation.

During this session: 
 » Statements will be delivered by continental and international leaders, who are involved 

in the quest to strengthen Africa’s food system. 
 » The Government of Ghana will officially open the 8th Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders 

Conference. 
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Master of Ceremonies:

Dr. Ralph Armah
Research Fellow, ISSER

Moderator:

Prof. Peter Quartey
Director, ISSER

Keynote Speakers:

Dr. Miltone Ayieko
Chair, ReNAPRI Board of Directors

Ms. Alexious Butler
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator, USAID Bureau for Resilience and Food     Security 
(USAID/RFS)  
      
Dr. Agnes Kalibata
President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)
 
Alain Sy Traoré 
Director of Agriculture & Rural Development, Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) 

Prof. Daniel Ofori   
Provost, College of Humanities, University of Ghana

Prof. Nana Aba Appiah Amfo
Vice Chancellor, University of Ghana  

H.E. Amb. Josefa Leonel Correia Sacko 
Commissioner for DARBE, African Union Commission 

Hon.Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto 
Minister for Food and Agriculture, Government of Ghana
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MODERATOR AND KEYNOTE SPEAKERS BIO’S:

Dr. Ralph Armah 
Research Fellow, ISSERResearch Fellow, ISSER

Master of Ceremonies

Dr Ralph Armah is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic 
Research (ISSER), University of Ghana. His research interests are in development 
economics, food security and food safety, with associated interests in conducting field 
experiments to better understand behavioral biases in technology adoption. Ralph studied 
at the University of Ghana, North Carolina State University, and Kansas State University 
where he was a scholar of the Feed the Future Innovation Lab on the Reduction of Post-
Harvest Loss. Prior to commencing his doctoral studies, he was an Assistant Research 
Fellow at the Centre for Social Policy Studies, University of Ghana.
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Prof. Peter QuarteyProf. Peter Quartey
Director, Institute of Statistical, Social and Director, Institute of Statistical, Social and 

Economic Research (ISSER)Economic Research (ISSER)

Peter Quartey holds a PhD in Development Economics from the University of Manchester 
(UK), MSc in Quantitative Development Economics (University of Warwick, UK), MPhil. 
Economics (Ghana), and BA Economics (Ghana). He is a Professor in Development 
Economics and the immediate past Head, Department of Economics and Director 
(Economic Management Programme), University of Ghana. He served as the Deputy 
Director, Centre for Migration Studies (University of Ghana). 

Prof. Peter Quartey served as the Head, Economics Division, Institute of Statistical, 
Social and Economic Research, University of Ghana and currently the Director, Institute 
of Statistical, Social and Economic Research, University of Ghana. Peter Quartey was 
the Management Board Chairman, University of Ghana Cooperative Credit Union (2012-
2015) and Vice Management Board Chairman (2009-2012). 

He is currently the Vice National Advisory Board Chairman, the Hunger Project (Ghana) 
and a Board Member, Agricultural Development Bank Ltd and the Executive Chairman 
of Startrite Montessori School Ltd. He has published extensively and his research 
interests are: Financial and Monetary Sector, Private Sector Development including 
SMEs, Development Finance, Migration and Remittances and Poverty Analysis. He has 
consulted for both local and international institutions including the World Bank, African 
Development Bank, OECD, USAID, Overseas Development Institute, DFID and many 
others. He is a member of the African Economic Research Consortium and the Global 
Development Network.
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Dr. Miltone AyiekoDr. Miltone Ayieko
Chairperson, Regional Network of Agricul-Chairperson, Regional Network of Agricul-

tural Policy Institutes (ReNAPRI)tural Policy Institutes (ReNAPRI)

Dr. Miltone Ayieko is the former Director of the Tegemeo Institute of Agricultural Policy and 
Development at Egerton University and the Outgoing Board Chairperson of the Regional 
Network of Agricultural Policy Institutes (ReNAPRI). Prior to his appointment, Dr. Ayieko 
was Tegemeo’s Senior Research Fellow in charge of Outreach, Communication and 
Partnerships, and the Regional Coordinator of the Integrated Seed Sector Development 
Program in Africa (ISSD Africa), whose secretariat has been hosted at Tegemeo for the 
past about three years. Before joining Tegemeo, Dr. Ayieko was a lecturer at Egerton 
University’s Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness Management 
where he taught among other courses, Agricultural Policy, Agricultural Marketing and 
International Trade.

Dr. Ayieko has more than 20 years’ experience in agricultural policy research. His research 
has focused on rural livelihoods, seed systems, market development, technology adoption 
and agricultural value chain analysis.
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Ms. Alexious ButlerMs. Alexious Butler
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator, USAID Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator, USAID 

Bureau for Resilience and Food Security Bureau for Resilience and Food Security 
(USAID/RFS) (USAID/RFS) 

Ms. Alexious Butler serves as an Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator in the Bureau 
for Resilience and Food Security. She is a career USAID foreign service officer. Prior 
to this role, Ms. Butler served as one of USAID’s Development Diplomats in Residence 
(DDIR) at Morehouse College from June 2020 through September 2021. In 2019, she 
completed a four-year assignment in the Haiti Mission, where she served initially as the 
Democracy, Rights and Governance (DRG) Office Chief and then served as Deputy 
Mission Director (DMD). Her DMD portfolio included the Offices of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance, Economic Growth and Agriculture, Food for Peace, and DRG. Prior to her 
Haiti assignments, Ms. Butler served as a DRG Officer in South Sudan, Bangladesh, 
Iraq and Afghanistan as well as in Washington DC in the Bureau for Africa’s Conflict, 
Peacebuilding and Governance section. 

Before joining USAID in 2006, Ms. Butler was the Resident Representative for the 
National Democratic Institute (NDI) in Uganda, where she managed women’s political 
participation, “Parties in Parliament” and electoral observation programs as well as voter 
education and outreach in northern Uganda. She also worked with NDI in Kenya and 
Tanzania on political party development. Upon completing her Master’s studies at the 
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs at Georgia Institute of Technology in 2002, Ms. 
Butler began working with the Africa Section of the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED). At NED, she managed civil society programs in East and southern Africa as well 
as Nigeria. 

A native of Atlanta, GA, Ms. Butler worked in the private sector for almost 10 years as 
a public relations specialist for a variety of clients, including Bayer Pharmaceuticals, 
McDonald’s, Nestle, Coca-Cola, and the World Bank. She earned her Bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science from Duke University in 1994. Ms. Butler also holds a Master’s degree 
in Strategic Studies from the US Army War College.
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Dr. Agnes KalibataDr. Agnes Kalibata
President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in 

Africa (AGRA) Africa (AGRA) 

Dr. Kalibata joined AGRA as its President in September 2014. She leads the 
organization’s efforts with public and private partners to ensure a food secure and 
prosperous Africa through rapid, inclusive, sustainable agricultural growth, improving 
the productivity and livelihoods of millions of smallholder farmers in Africa.  Prior 
to joining AGRA, Dr. Kalibata was Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture and Animal 
Resources (MINAGRI) from 2008 to 2014, where she drove programs that moved her 
country to food security helping to lift more than a million Rwandans out of poverty. 

She has a distinguished record of accomplishment as an agricultural scientist, policy 
maker and thought leader. She was awarded the Yara Prize, now the Africa Food Prize, 
in 2012, Honorary Doctorate from the University of Liège in 2018, and the National 
Academy of Sciences’ Public Welfare Medal in 2019 for her work to drive Africa’s 
agricultural through transformation modern sciences and effective policy thereby 
improving livelihoods of stallholder farmers. She holds a doctorate in Entomology from 
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.
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Prof. Daniel Ofori  Prof. Daniel Ofori  
Provost, College of Humanities, University of Provost, College of Humanities, University of 

GhanaGhana

Professor Daniel Frimpong Ofori, a Professor of Management at the Department of 
Organisation and HR Management, is the second Provost of the College of Humanities, 
University of Ghana. As Provost, Daniel Frimpong Ofori is the academic and administrative 
head of the College and responsible for:  
     
 » The management of the College and for driving its growth and development
 » Coordinating the various units of the College
 » Raising funds for the College and
 » Implementing policy decisions affecting the College

Professor Ofori is a Project and Applied Management specialist with considerable teaching, 
research and consulting experience in Strategy & Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Project Management, Human Resource Management, and General Management. He 
has earlier served the Acting Director of the University of Ghana’s Academic Quality 
Assurance Unit (AQAU). He also served as the Coordinator, University of Ghana PhD 
programmes.the University of Massachusetts, Amherst
He is a three-time Head of the Department of Department of Organisation and HR 
Management. As a member of the department he teaches courses in CSR, Project 
Management, Project Evaluation, HRM, Strategic Management/Business Strategy and 
General Management at the postgraduate (Masters & PhD) level.

He has managed and led research, consultancy and governance assignments in the 
academic, public, NGO, SME and private sectors. He has consulted for a wide range of 
clients including: the Ministry of Trade & Industry; Ministry of Lands, Forestry & 
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Mines; the Ministry of Communications, the World Bank; German Development 
Organisation (GTZ-GIZ); Netherlands Development Association (SNV); Royal 
Netherlands Embassy; UNICEF; Reach for Change; and CDD-Ghana. He has also 
worked as a Project Manager with Dyslexia International; Senior Analyst with Lernout & 
Hauspie; and Market Analyst with Frost & Sullivan, all in Brussels, Belgium and with the 
Ministry of Work and Pensions in the UK.     

He has numerous conference and workshop presentations both nationally and 
internationally and has published in Thunderbird International Business Review, Library 
Review, Corporate Governance, African Journal of Business and Economic Research 
and Acta Commercii, among others. He serves on boards and committees and as an 
external examiner nationally and internationally. He is a consultant with the National 
Accreditation Board (NAB), Ghana, and has served as an advisory Board Member of 
(USB-ED) the University of Stellenbosch Business School Centre for Business in Society
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Alain Sy TraoréAlain Sy Traoré
Director of Agriculture & Rural Development, Director of Agriculture & Rural Development, 
Economic Community of West African States Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) (ECOWAS) 
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Professor Nana Aba Professor Nana Aba 
Appiah AmfoAppiah Amfo

Vice Chancellor, University of GhanaVice Chancellor, University of Ghana

Professor Nana Aba Appiah Amfo is the Vice-Chancellor at the University of Ghana. She 
is an experienced academic and university administrator, with close to twenty years of 
experience in the higher education sector. She brings a lot of innovation, resourcefulness, 
and tact to her professional engagements.

Prior to her becoming Pro Vice-Chancellor (ASA) in November 2019, Professor Amfo 
was founding Dean of the School of Languages (2014 – 2019). She previously served 
as the Head of the Department of Linguistics (2013 – 2014). She has participated in the 
governance of the University of Ghana through her service on several statutory and ad 
hoc boards and committees.

Professor Nana Aba Appiah Amfo’s MPhil (2001) and PhD (2007) degrees in Linguistics 
are from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim, Norway. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree (French and Linguistics) from the University of Ghana. 
Professor Amfo has a post-graduate certificate in Administration and Management from 
Ghana Institute of Management and Public Administration (GIMPA) and has received 
additional training in higher education management and leadership from Harvard 
Business School, University of Applied Sciences, Germany, and INSEAD, France.
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Amb. Josefa SackoAmb. Josefa Sacko
 Commissioner, African Union Commission  Commissioner, African Union Commission 
Department of Agriculture, Rural Develop-Department of Agriculture, Rural Develop-

ment, Blue Economy, and Sustainable ment, Blue Economy, and Sustainable 
EnvironmentEnvironment

H.E. Ambassador Josefa Leonel Correia Sacko, an Angolan national, is a leading African 
Agronomist. She is the Commissioner for Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy, 
and Sustainable Environment (ARBE) of the African Union Commission. Prior to her 
election, she was Special Adviser to two Ministers in Angola: the Angolan Minister of 
Environment where she also served as Ambassador responsible for Climate Change. As 
advisor to the Minister of Agriculture, Amb. Sacko oversaw Food Security, Eradication of 
Hunger and Poverty Reduction. She was also the former Secretary General of the Inter 
African Coffee Organization (IACO) for 13 years in Cote D’Ivoire where she oversaw 
the coffee economy of 25 African coffee producing countries. During her tenure, she 
successfully advocated for the empowerment of small scale coffee farmers across the 
continent by setting up Regional Centres of Excellence for Capacity Building of Member 
States, on Genetic Material Conservation, Coffee Quality Improvement and Cup Tasting 
Liquor in Cote d’Ivoire, Uganda, Cameroon and Zambia.

Madam Sacko has built up her international profile and reputation by either consulting 
or working with several Regional, and Global Institutional on Agriculture including the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), African Union (AU), International Coffee Organization 
(ICO), African Development Bank (AfDB), African Export Import Bank (AFREXIMBANK), 
(FAO), UNECA, NEPAD etc. Madam Sacko speaks fluent Portuguese, French, English, 
Spanish and Lingala. 
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Hon. Dr. Owusu Afriyie AkotoHon. Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto
Minister of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) Minister of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) 

GhanaGhana

Honourable (Hon) Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto holds M.Sc. and PhD degrees in Agricultural 
Economics from the University of Cambridge, England. He worked as an Economist, 
Senior Economist, Principal Economist, and Chief Economic Advisor over a period of 18 
years at the International Coffee Organization (ICO) in London, England. He has also 
worked as a consultant to the World Bank and the United Nations on Soft Commodities 
(Cocoa, Coffee, Sugar). Between 1995 and 2007, he was the CEO of two international 
commodity companies, Goldcrest Commodities Limited and Plantation Resources 
Limited both based in Ghana. In 2008 he was elected to the Parliament of the Republic 
of Ghana. He spent two terms as Member of Parliament for Kwadaso Constituency 
in Kumasi, Ashanti Region. In Parliament, he held the positions of Deputy Ranking 
Member and subsequently the substantive Ranking Member for the Committee on Food, 
Agriculture and Cocoa Affairs until 2017. 

In 2017 he was appointed the Minister for Food and Agriculture. In this role he has 
spearheaded the design and implementation of the Government of Ghana’s popular 
and transformational agricultural flagship programme, Planting for Food and Jobs (PFJ). 
Under the leadership of Hon. Dr Owusu Afriyie Akoto Ghana has been transformed into 
the breadbasket of West Africa – moving from “not being on track” in 2017 to “being 
on track” in 2019 on the African Agriculture Transformation Scorecard (AATS). In that 
same year (2019), Ghana was ranked fourth on the African continent by the Economic 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) in its Global Food Security Index (GFSI).In February 2019, Africa 
Seeds which is the intergovernmental Seed Agency of the African Union, conferred 
on Dr Akoto the title of SEED CHAMPION OF AFRICA. Later the same year, he was 
appointed Chairman of the Board of the Inter African Coffee Organisation (IACO), a 
pan-African organisation promoting the interest of coffee producers on the continent; a 
term he finished serving in December 2020. He is the current Chairman of the ECOWAS 
Specialised Ministerial Technical Council for Agriculture (CTMS Agric)
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12h45 – 14h15WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH
WEBINAR 1: HIGH LEVEL PANEL ON SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT 

FOOD SYSTEMS IN AFRICA
Enhanced agricultural production and productivity is a priority area under the African 
Union (AU)’s Agenda 2063. Furthermore, the 2014 Malabo Declaration is the 10-year 
flagship programme for agriculture that is aimed at contributing to attaining the aspirations 
of Agenda 2063. Malabo is designed to ensure Accelerated Growth and Transformation 
for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods by 2025. This declaration is expected 
to address the continent’s socio-economic challenges such as unemployment, food 
and nutrition insecurity, poverty, hunger and malnutrition, low access to finance, gender 
inequality etc., with a view to improving the livelihoods or people in the continent. 

Furthermore, as part of the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs by 2030, the recent 
United Nations Food Systems Summit ended with a serious call-to-action, highlighting 
several thematic areas. The Summit challenged all of us to radically reset our perception 
of the food systems, including our diets, and matters concerning nutrition security, etc. 

Several existing frameworks and recent conversations are therefore, anticipated to 
contribute to solving challenges in the agricultural sector. These include among others, 
the AfCFTA, Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the upcoming African Fertiliser 
and Soil Health Summit, with its proposed Action Plan. 

The objective of this high-level panel discussion is to interrogate the perceptions of 
eminent persons/experts/leaders from Africa and beyond, concerning:  
1. The role of governments and other key stakeholders in ensuring that we achieve 

strong food systems and resilient livelihoods in Africa. 
2. The role of data-driven evidence-based policies in the quest to attain the aspirations 

of AU’s Agenda 2063 through African and global frameworks such as SDGs, CAADP, 
Malabo Declaration, AfCFTA, NDCs and NAPs

3. Their thoughts on actions required to develop fertilizer use, while managing soil health 
in Africa  
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Moderator:

Winston Amoah
Host,Super Morning Show, Joy Fm

Panelists:

Chance Kabaghe
Executive Director, IAPRI and Board Member ReNAPRI 

Prof. Thom Jayne
University Foundation Professor,Michigan State University and Board
Member, ReNAPRI 
     
Prof. Pedro Sanchez
Research Professor of Tropical Soils,University of Florida
 
Dr. Ousmane Badiane

Nana Ekua Edugyanmaa I Nyifahenmaa 
Gomoa Akyempim Traditional Council 

Dr. Charles Okyere 

        
          
Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo

Open Floor Discussion 

Executive Chairman, AKADEMIYA2063 

Lecturer , Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness, University of 
Ghana

Executive Director, Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA)
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Winston AmoahWinston Amoah
Host,Super Morning Show, Joy FmHost,Super Morning Show, Joy Fm

Moderator

MODERATOR AND KEYNOTE SPEAKERS BIO’S:
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Chance KabagheChance Kabaghe
Executive Director, Indaba Agricultural Policy Executive Director, Indaba Agricultural Policy 

Research Institute (IAPRI)Research Institute (IAPRI)

Chance Kabaghe has been the Executive Director of Indaba Agricultural Policy Research 
Institute (IAPRI), since 2012 when it transitioned from the Food Security Research Project 
(FSRP). He has a BSc and MSc Degree in Agricultural Economics from the University 
of Zambia and London University (WYE College) respectively with more than 25 years’ 
experience in agricultural policy and agribusiness management and analysis. He is one 
of Zambia’s leading agribusiness practitioners and professionals. He has also served as 
Board Chairman of the Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Institutes (ReNAPRI)
 
In government, he served as Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Livestock where he 
was in charge of agricultural policy, planning and marketing. He was the first Executive 
Director of Zambia’s Food Reserve Agency, where he was instrumental in establishing 
Zambia’s market-friendly system of strategic food reserves. Mr Kabaghe has in the past 
been involved in the development of many agricultural policies in Zambia such as the 
Agricultural Marketing Bill, Food Reserve Act, Agricultural Credits Act, and the Cotton 
Act etc. He also sits on the COMESA Business Council (CBC) where he chairs the 
Agricultural Committee.
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Prof. Thom JayneProf. Thom Jayne
University Foundation Professor,Michigan State University Foundation Professor,Michigan State 

University and Board Member, ReNAPRIUniversity and Board Member, ReNAPRI

Thom Jayne is University Foundation Professor of Agricultural, Food, and Resource 
Economics at Michigan State University. He is a Fellow of the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association and a Distinguished Fellow of the African Association of 
Agricultural Economists. His works span numerous topics, including food marketing and 
price policies, changes in land use patterns, sustainable intensification, employment, 
and rural transformation. He has mentored dozens of young African professionals 
and played a major role in building MSU’s partnerships with African agricultural policy 
research institutes. 

Thom is Adjunct Professor at the Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Institute in Lusaka, 
Zambia, a board member of the Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Research Institutes 
(ReNAPRI), and was a founding Co-Director of the Alliance for African Partnership at 
Michigan State University. In 2017, he became the Flagship Co-Leader of the CGIAR 
Policies, Institutions and Markets research program on Economy-wide Factors Affecting 
Agricultural Growth and Rural Transformation. Since 2019, Jayne has been seconded 
to the African Development Bank, serving as Special Advisor to the President. Over 
the past decade, he has received six research excellence awards, including the 2009 
Outstanding Article Award in Agricultural Economics and the 2017 AAEA Bruce Gardner 
Memorial Prize for Applied Policy Analysis.
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Dr. Ousmane BadianeDr. Ousmane Badiane
 Executive Chairperson  & Acting Managing Executive Chairperson  & Acting Managing

 Director, Akademiya2063Research  Director, Akademiya2063Research 
Institute (IAPRI)Institute (IAPRI)

Dr. Ousmane Badiane, Distinguished Fellow of the African Association of Agricultural 
Economists, recipient of the Africa Food Prize in 2015 and member of the World Academy 
of Sciences, is the founder and Executive Chairperson of AKADEMIYA2063. He has over 
30 years of experience, as academic and a practitioner, in international development. 
As the Director for Africa at the International Food Policy Research Institute, he was 
instrumental in developing and guiding the implementation of the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme.

As Lead Specialist for Food and Agricultural Policy at the World Bank, he served as 
advisor to the Vice President for Africa and originated projects with funding ranging from 
US$5 million to US$150 million. Between research and development finance, Dr. Badiane 
taught Economics of Development in Africa at Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies for many years. Dr. Badiane received PhD in agricultural 
economics from the University of Kiel in Germany. He is also recipient of a Doctorate 
Honoris Causa from the University of KwaZulu Natal
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Prof. Pedro SanchezProf. Pedro Sanchez
Research Professor of Tropical Soils, University of Research Professor of Tropical Soils, University of 

Florida Soil & Water Sciences DepartmentFlorida Soil & Water Sciences Department

Pedro A. Sanchez is Research Professor of Tropical Soils at the University of Florida 
Soil & Water Sciences Department and core faculty of the Institute for Sustainable Food 
Systems. Prior to that he was Director of the Agriculture and Food Security Center and 
Senior Research Scholar at Columbia University’s Earth Institute.

He served as Director General of the World Agroforestry Center (ICRAF) headquartered 
in Nairobi, Kenya from 1991-2001, as co-chair of the United Nations Millennium Project 
Hunger Task Force from 2002 – 2005, and as director of the Millennium Villages Project 
from 2004 – 2010. Sanchez is Professor Emeritus of Soil Science and Forestry at North 
Carolina State University, where he served in the faculty from 1968-1991. He has lived 
in Cuba, the Philippines, Peru, Colombia and Kenya, and supervised research programs 
in over 25 countries of Latin America, Southeast Asia, and Africa.

Sanchez has written groundbreaking books on tropical soil science and hunger, and has 
received honorary Doctor of Science degrees from the Catholic University of Leuven 
(Belgium), Guelph University (Canada), Ohio State University and North Carolina State 
University. Sanchez was anointed Chief by the Luo in western Kenya with the name of 
Odera Akang’o, and by the Ikaram of southern Nigeria with the name of Atunluse. He 
is the 2002 World Food Prize laureate, a 2004 MacArthur Fellow, and was elected to 
the US National Academy of Sciences in 2012. At his induction, the president of the 
Academy summarized why he was elected: “Sanchez has led path-breaking research 
on soil management for improved food production in the tropical world. His work has 
influenced research in agronomy, ecology, and changed the way technology is used to 
increase food production.”
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Nana Ekua Edugyanmaa I Nana Ekua Edugyanmaa I 
NyifahenmaaNyifahenmaa

Gomoa Akyempim Traditional CouncilGomoa Akyempim Traditional Council

Dr. Charles OkyereDr. Charles Okyere
Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Economics Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Economics 

and Agribusiness, University of Ghanaand Agribusiness, University of Ghana

Nana Ekua Edugyanmaa I is currently the Nifahemaa of Gomoa Akyempim Traditional 
Council. She is an experienced Media practitioner and environmentalist and has worked 
with the Ghana News Agency. She has previously served as Head of Public Relations at 
Ghana Post Company Ltd.

Charles Yaw Okyere is a development economist with expertise in the application of 
behavioral, experimental and quasi-experimental economic techniques to health, 
education, agriculture and welfare. He has worked for research organizations that 
include the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and ACDI/VOCA. He received his Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Sciences from the University of Bonn.
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Dr. Yemi AkinbamijoDr. Yemi Akinbamijo
Executive Director of the Forum for Agricultural Executive Director of the Forum for Agricultural 

Research in Africa (FARA)Research in Africa (FARA)

Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo is an agriculture expert with a track record of leadership in food/
nutrition security, rural development, agricultural and environmental sciences domain. 
He is the Executive Director of the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) with 
a continent-wide mandate on the coordination of agricultural research for development 
in Africa. Prior to his appointment as the Executive Director of FARA in 2013, Yemi was 
the Head of Agriculture and Food Security Division at the African Union Commission 
Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. His core competence is the implementation 
of continent-wide initiatives of the African Union Commission on Food Security and 
Agriculture. He has been in the frontline of the implementation of the Comprehensive 
African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP), now operating in 40 African 
Union Member States. A thought and process leader on the continent, Dr. Akinbamijo is 
an agricultural research and development specialist with considerable expertise in natural 
resource management including crop-livestock integrated systems, market-oriented 
production systems, regional value chains, sustainable agriculture and climate change 
adaptation strategies. He is an experienced research manager with proven strength in 
project development; monitoring and results-based evaluation. As a CAADP Specialist, 
Yemi Akinbamijo is a strong analytical and strategic thinker who is fully engaged in the 
current global discourse on Agricultural/ecological transformations and investments in 
Africa, especially with regard to food security, land use, biodiversity, climate change/
climate smart approaches, ecological and organic agriculture and their inter-linkages.

With more than 30 years in the practice of agriculture and rural development, he has 
served with increasing responsibilities and leadership roles in institutions with national, 
regional and continental mandates, including as a Diplomat/Head of Mission.
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14h30 – 15h00WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

WEBINAR 2: LAUNCH OF RENAPRI STRATEGIC PLAN 2021-2026
ReNAPRI’s strategic planning activities were initially planned to take place in Lilongwe, 
Malawi from 13-14 March 2020, in collaboration with the Policy Influence Capacity 
Advancement (PICA) initiative which is implemented under the Innovation Lab for Food 
Security Policy, Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI) at Michigan State University. 
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing lockdown/shelter-in-place orders 
by national governments, the strategic planning processes were undertaken using virtual 
applications. 

Facilitated by the ReNAPRI Secretariat, some virtual strategic planning modules were 
developed and later launched in May 2020.  Several online and offline activities were 
held over a period of three and a half months with participation from ReNAPRI network 
members including Board Members and Research Directors, who provided rich and 
insightful contributions. The processes included: a review of the existing vision, mission, 
and objectives of the ReNAPRI network; an analysis of the internal and external 
environment as well as the network’s existing partnerships and key stakeholders, and 
ReNAPRI’s internal and external communication/interaction.  

This 5-year Strategic Plan 2021 – 2026 is designed to contribute to the attainment of the 
African Union’s 2014 Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Transformation for 
shared prosperity and improved livelihoods -, the 10-year flagship program for agriculture 
development, designed within the context of the continent’s Agenda 2063. The ReNAPRI 
Strategic plan is intended to build on the fundamental strengths and opportunities of the 
network in order to address any existing challenges facing the organisation, in its efforts 
to achieve the vision of the network. It is also meant to transform ReNAPRI from being 
recognized only for its strong ability to undertake policy research analysis, to becoming 
equally noted as an agent of policy influence in the African continent.
 
As part of the implementation of the Strategic Plan, ReNAPRI seeks to strengthen its 
internal and external communication. 



8th ReNAPRI STAKEHOLDERS CONFERENCE
Towards sustainable and resilient food systems in AfricaTowards sustainable and resilient food systems in Africa

37

Among other activities this includes the upgrading of its website, making it more interactive 
and user-friendly .  

The objective of this session of to officially launch the Strategic Plan 2021-2026 and the 
upgraded ReNAPRI website. 
Keynote Presentation:

Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo
Executive Director, ReNAPRI Secretariat

Dr. Nalishebo MeebeloDr. Nalishebo Meebelo
Executive Director, ReNAPRI SecretariatExecutive Director, ReNAPRI Secretariat

Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo currently heads the Secretariat of the Regional Network of 
Agricultural Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI), and also co-Chairs the Task Force 
on Food and Nutrition Security Data and Hunger Hotspots in the context of the COVID 
-19 pandemic, under the Food Trade Coalition for Africa (FTCA) hosted by the Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA).  Meebelo is the Regional Champion for iFEED, 
a tool focused on identifying policy pathways to a climate smart food and nutrition secure 
Africa.  She has worked at national, regional, and continental levels in Africa for over 15 
years, coordinating the implementation of African Union (AU) policy frameworks including 
CAADP and the Malabo Declaration. She is a certified Digital Data Analyst from the 
University of Western Australia and, holds a PhD in Business Studies, an MBA with 
Finance, and a Graduate Diploma in Business from Edith Cowan University in Western 
Australia. Meebelo has a BA in Economics with Public Administration from the University 
of Zambia. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER BIO’S:
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11h00 – 12h30THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
WEBINAR 3: OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUILDING RESILIENCE OF AFRICAN 

FARMING SYSTEMS 
Resilience of African farming systems is vital for sustainable agricultural growth and 
transformation on the continent. The combined effect of agriculture as the primary source 
of livelihood for vast majority of the population and rising food demand due to rapidly 
increasing population imply that agricultural production will exert increasing pressure on 
the continent’s natural resources. There is growing concern about diminishing farmland 
holdings, widespread land degradation, and unhealthy soils due to rising population 
pressure. Added to these concerns is climate change, which exacerbates already fragile 
farming systems on the continent. 
Pathways  that foster sustainable agricultural growth and transformation without 
compromising the resilience and functioning of the natural systems need to be identified. 
Opportunities for building the resilience of African farming systems exist. The large 
crop yield gaps on the continent indicate existence of scope to reverse the long-term 
trend of low and stymied farm productivity growth through adoption of appropriate yield 
increasing technologies and management practices on a wide scale. Proven adaptive 
soil and plant management practices also exist that can help address the problem of 
climate change effects on farming. Harnessing the existing opportunities will require 
support by governments, private sector and donors at various levels in various areas 
including policy, markets as well as research and development.
Drawing on the work from AGRA’s Africa Agricultural Status Report (AASR 2021) the 
objectives of this webinar are to: 
1) provide a platform for discussions and exchange of ideas about practical actions for 
building the resilience of African farming systems, and 
2) engage stakeholders for ideas towards the Africa Fertilizer Summit II preparation and 
development of the Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Action Plan. The following questions/
statements will guide the Panellist Discussion:

1. What will constitute a practical strategy for a resilient African farming systems?
2. What practical actions should governments, donors and private sector take to harness 

and build on existing technologies and innovations and proven farm management 
practices for building the resilience of African farming systems? 

3.  A discussion on ways to consolidate efforts across various stakeholders (governments, 
donors, and private sector) towards the Africa Fertilizer Summit II and preparation of 
the Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Action Plan
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Moderator:

Dr. Antony Chapoto 
Research Director: Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Institute (IAPRI), (ReNAPRI)

Setting the Stage:
        
Dr. John Olwande
Research Fellow, Tegemeo Institute at Egerton University, (ReNAPRI) 
          
Panelists Discussion:

Dr. Sampson Agyin-Birikorang
Senior Scientist, International Fertilizer Development Center(IFDC)

Prof. Richard Mkandawire

Dr. Maria Wanzala
Director of Policy, AFAP
 
Eugene Rurangwa
Land and Water Officer, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Sub 
Regional Office for West Africa

Dr. Shamie Zingore
Director of Research and Development, African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI)

Dr. Fred Dzanku
       
        
          
Open Floor Discussion

Africa Director of the Alliance for African Partnership (AAP), and Chairperson, 
Malawi Planning Commission

Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical Social and Economic Research 
(ISSER)
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Dr. Antony ChapotoDr. Antony Chapoto
Research Director: Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Director: Indaba Agricultural Policy 

Research Institute (IAPRI), (ReNAPRI)Research Institute (IAPRI), (ReNAPRI)

Dr. Chapoto joined the Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Institute (IAPRI) in July 
2014 as the Research Director, coming from the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) where he was a Research Fellow. As a Research Fellow, he worked 
under the Development Strategy and Governance Division based in Accra, Ghana with 
IFPRI’s Ghana Strategy Support Program. Prior to IFPRI, Dr. Chapoto was an Assistant 
Professor for five years and an Associate Professor for one year in the Department 
of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics at Michigan State University. During 
that time, he was stationed in Zambia under the Food Security Research Project in 
Lusaka as the USAID Chief of Party and Research Coordinator. His research interests 
focus on agricultural development issues in Africa, including agricultural technology and 
productivity, smallholder farm commercialization, home-grown medium and large-scale 
farmers, and food markets and policy. Dr. Chapoto has a PhD in Agricultural Economics 
from Michigan State University and a Masters in Agricultural Economics from the 
University of Zimbabwe.

MODERATOR, KEYNOTE PRESENTER AND PANELISTS’ BIO’S

Moderator
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Dr. John Olwande Dr. John Olwande 
 Research Fellow, Tegemeo Institute at Egerton  Research Fellow, Tegemeo Institute at Egerton 

University, (ReNAPRI)University, (ReNAPRI)

Dr. John Olwande has over 10 years of professional experience in economic and policy 
research in agriculture and rural sectors. He has worked with Tegemeo Institute in building 
a household panel survey to monitor changes in the agricultural sector from household 
and national perspectives and provided analyses and policy insights to shape policy 
direction in the agriculture and rural sectors in Kenya. He has engaged in research on 
smallholder farmers’ adoption of agricultural technologies, market participation, and food 
consumption and expenditure. His current research interests are agricultural technology 
adoption and sustainable intensification, food and nutrition security, integration of 
smallholder farmers into markets and evaluation of policy and development projects/
programmes.
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Dr. Sampson Agyin-BirikorangDr. Sampson Agyin-Birikorang
 Senior Scientist, International Fertilizer Develop- Senior Scientist, International Fertilizer Develop-

ment Center(IFDC)ment Center(IFDC)

Dr. Sampson Agyin-Birikorang has more than 25 years of experience in soil science at 
the university level and through agricultural extension services. As an IFDC systems 
agronomist since 2010, Agyin-Birikorang conducts interdisciplinary research focused 
on improving nutrient use efficiency and facilitating the transfer of innovative agro-
technologies. His activities involve all facets of agricultural research including design 
and implementation of laboratory, greenhouse and field trials in the USA and developing 
countries. Agyin-Birikorang has also held research and teaching positions at the 
University of Florida, Gainesville (USA), Montclair State University, New Jersey (USA), 
and University of Ghana in Accra. He has conducted extensive research in the following 
areas: the enhancement of phosphorus availability from phosphate rock in highly 
weathered tropical soils; nutrient management, particularly nitrogen and phosphorus, 
in agricultural fields in sensitive watersheds; and shifts in land use and/or management 
practices on nitrogen dynamics and cycling in soils. Agyin-Birikorang’s current research 
and extension program is focused on activated phosphate and ISFM. He has provided 
technical assistance and consultancy services to several projects in sub-Saharan Africa 
and southern Asia on principles and practices of ISFM. Agyin-Birikorang has authored or 
co-authored numerous refereed and non-refereed publications, papers and reports and 
made numerous presentations at national and international meetings and conferences. 
He holds a doctorate in soil and water science from the University of Florida and a 
master’s degree in soil science from the University of Ghent in Belgium. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in soil science from the University of Ghana.
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Prof. Richard MkandawireProf. Richard Mkandawire
 Africa Director, Alliance for African Partnerships  Africa Director, Alliance for African Partnerships 

(AAP)(AAP)

Prof. Richard Mkandawire is a Socio-economist and a Rural Development expert. He is 
currently the Africa Director of the Alliance for African Partnership (AAP), and Chairperson, 
Malawi Planning Commission. Before joining AAP, he worked at the African Fertilizer 
and Agribusiness Partnership, New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the 
Commonwealth Secretariat. He has extensive experience in development initiatives 
in Africa spanning a period of over three decades. He has researched and published 
extensively in agriculture development policy and related areas.
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Dr.  Maria WanzalaDr.  Maria Wanzala
 Director of Policy,AFAP Director of Policy,AFAP

Dr. Maria Wanzala-Mlobela, Director of Policy, joined AFAP in 2013. Dr. Wanzala has 
more than 20 years of experience in agricultural policy and market development. She 
previously served as the Director of Policy for AFAP and Senior Policy Advisor. Prior to 
joining AFAP, Wanzala served as Senior Economist seconded to the African Union’s 
New Partnership for African Development and Senior Economist at IFDC. She also 
spent several years in various research assistant roles at the Department of Agricultural 
Economics at Rutgers University and the Department of Agricultural Economics at 
Michigan State University. Wanzala holds both a bachelor’s of degree in International 
Service and Development from World College West, a Masters’ of Science Degree in 
Agricultural Economics from Rutgers University as well as a Doctorate in Agricultural 
Economics from Michigan State University.
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Eugene RurangwaEugene Rurangwa
 Land and Water Officer, Food and Agriculture  Land and Water Officer, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations Sub Regional Organization of the United Nations Sub Regional 
Office for West AfricaOffice for West Africa

Eugene Rurangwa currently works for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, Sub Regional Office for West Africa in Dakar Senegal as Land and Water 
Officer and Regional Program Leader For Ecosystem Restoration and Sustainable Land 
Management. He joined in the organization in 2014 as a Land Tenure Officer for the 
Sub-Regional Office of Eastern Africa, attached to then UNECA/LPI Secretariat- now 
ALPC,  where he provided technical support to AU/AfDB/UNECA/LPI to mainstream 
Land Governance in Africa’s Development Agenda. Prior to joining the FAO, Eugene 
worked for the International Gorilla Conservation Programme after spending close to 
a decade with the Rwandan Ministries of Agriculture; Lands and the country’s National 
Land Centre.
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Dr. Shamie Zingore Dr. Shamie Zingore 
 Director of Research and Development,  Director of Research and Development, 

African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI)African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI)

Dr. Shamie Zingore is Director of Research and Development for the African Plant Nutrition 
Institute (APNI).He is based in headquarters at Benguérir, Morocco. Shamie was born in 
north-east Zimbabwe and brought up in Harare. He received his B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees 
in Soil Science at the University of Zimbabwe. He worked for the Department of Soil 
Science and Agricultural Engineering as research assistant before studying for a Ph.D. 
at Wageningen University with support from the Tropical soil Biology and Fertility Institute 
of the Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (TSBF-CIAT). After completing his 
Ph.D., Dr. Zingore worked at TSBF-CIAT to implement regional projects that developed 
principles for improving management of fertilizers and organic nutrient resources within 
crop-livestock farming systems in sub-Saharan Africa. He worked extensively with farmer 
groups, input suppliers and other stakeholders to develop innovations, build capacity, 
and promote information exchange on soil fertility management practices for enhancing 
productivity of agriculture in Africa. Prior to joining APNI, Dr. Zingore was Director of 
the sub-Saharan Africa Program for the International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI). In 
this role, Shamie established the IPNI regional program and led IPNI’s research for 
development initiatives to promote scientific information on sustainable plant nutrition 
and soil fertility management. He established and coordinated collaborative research 
programs with various international organization, national research and extension 
systems, Universities, development agencies and with IPNI’s global programs. 

Dr. Zingore’s main research interests focus on soil fertility and soil organic matter 
management, farming systems analysis and nutrient use and cycling in crop production 
systems. Shamie has maintained a strong interest in application of crop-soil models 
and decision support systems to improve recommendations for fertilizer and soil fertility 
management. He has authored 47 scientific papers in peer-reviewed journals, and 
has produced a wide range of book chapters and extension publications. He has also 
supervised numerous M.Sc. and Ph.D. students.
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Dr. Fred DzankuDr. Fred Dzanku
Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical, 

Social and Economic Research (ISSER)Social and Economic Research (ISSER)

Fred Dzanku is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Statistical Social and Economic 
Research (ISSER), University of Ghana, an institution he joined in 2004. Fred’s research 
focuses principally on the economics of household behavior in sub-Saharan Africa, with 
extensive experience in conducting and analyzing household surveys in Ghana and 
several countries south of the Sahara. Fred’s current research areas include the impact 
evaluation of projects, ex ante evaluation of biotechnology, poverty reduction policy 
analysis, natural resource governance and applied econometric modelling.
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12h45 – 14h15THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
WEBINAR 4: GOING BEYOND THE FARM: ACHIEVING RESILIENCE IN                                

DOWNSTREAM AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS
Resilience of African farming systems is vital for sustainable agricultural growth and 
transformation on the continent. The combined effect of agriculture as the primary source 
of livelihood for vast majority of the population and rising food demand due to rapidly 
increasing population imply that agricultural production will exert increasing pressure on 
the continent’s natural resources. There is growing concern about diminishing farmland 
holdings, widespread land degradation, and unhealthy soils due to rising population 
pressure. Added to these concerns is climate change, which exacerbates already fragile 
farming systems on the continent. 

Pathways  that foster sustainable agricultural growth and transformation without 
compromising the resilience and functioning of the natural systems need to be identified. 
Opportunities for building the resilience of African farming systems exist. The large 
crop yield gaps on the continent indicate existence of scope to reverse the long-term 
trend of low and stymied farm productivity growth through adoption of appropriate yield 
increasing technologies and management practices on a wide scale. Proven adaptive 
soil and plant management practices also exist that can help address the problem of 
climate change effects on farming. Harnessing the existing opportunities will require 
support by governments, private sector and donors at various levels in various areas 
including policy, markets as well as research and development.

Drawing on the work from AGRA’s Africa Agricultural Status Report (AASR 2021) the 
objectives of this webinar are to: 1) provide a platform for discussions and exchange of 
ideas about practical actions for building the resilience of African farming systems, and 
2) engage stakeholders for ideas towards the Africa Fertilizer Summit II preparation and 
development of the Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Action Plan. The following questions/
statements will guide the Panellist Discussion:
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1. What will constitute a practical strategy for a resilient African farming systems?
2. What practical actions should governments, donors and private sector take to harness 

and build on existing technologies and innovations and proven farm management 
practices for building the resilience of African farming systems? 

3.  A discussion on ways to consolidate efforts across various stakeholders (governments, 
donors, and private sector) towards the Africa Fertilizer Summit II and preparation of 
the Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Action Plan
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Moderator:

Prof. Ferdi Meyer 
Managing Director, Bureau of Food and Agricultural Policy (BFAP), (ReNAPRI)

Setting the Scene:
        
Lulama Ndibongo Traub
Research Director, BFAP, South Africa (ReNAPRI)
          
Panelists Discussion:

Dr. Edward Mabaya
Research Professor, Department of Global Development, Cornell University

Wandile Sihlobo
Chief Economist, Agribusiness Chamber of South Africa

Louise de Klerk
CEO, Timbali Technology Incubator

Ify Umunna
Co-CEO, Nourishing Africa

Gerald Masila
CEO, East African Grain Council (EAGC)

Betty Kibaara
Director, Food Initiative Africa, Rockefeller Foundation

Dr. Daniel Adu Ankrah
Lecturer, Department of Extension, University of Ghana

Open floor  discussion
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Prof. Ferdi MeyerProf. Ferdi Meyer
Managing Director, Bureau of Food and Managing Director, Bureau of Food and 

Agricultural Policy (BFAP), (ReNAPRI)Agricultural Policy (BFAP), (ReNAPRI)

Prof. Ferdi Meyer is currently the Director of the Bureau for Food and Agricultural Policy 
(BFAP) in South Africa and Finance Chairperson - Regional Network of Agricultural 
Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI). He specializes in agricultural market, trade and 
policy analysis, strategic foresighting and scenario planning. As director of BFAP he 
continuously engages with a wide group of stakeholders in the public and private sector. 
Prof. Meyer has extensive experience lecturing students in undergraduate classes 
addressing agricultural marketing, econometric modelling and commodity price analysis. 
With a number of articles published in international journals and local journals, he is 
proud to note that Four Best Papers Awards have been received at international and 
national conferences under his supervision.

MODERATOR, KEYNOTE PRESENTER AND PANELISTS’ BIO’S
Moderator
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Lulama Ndibongo TraubLulama Ndibongo Traub
Research Director, BFAP, South Africa (ReNAPRI)Research Director, BFAP, South Africa (ReNAPRI)

Lulama serves as the Chair of the Technical Committee for the Regional Network of 
Agricultural Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI). ReNAPRI is an African-led, African-
driven regionally coordinated group of national agricultural policy research institutes
duly established and operating in Eastern and Southern Africa member states. The 
vision of ReNAPRI is to support national agricultural policy research institutes in Africa 
to be centers of excellence that guide and inform national and regional agricultural and 
food security policy issues. She lectures at the University of Stellenbosch and conducts 
research with the South African Bureau of Food and Agricultural Policy (BFAP), where her 
research interests include outreach and capacity building programs in collaboration with 
Southern African universities and government agencies, mainly focusing on staple food 
marketing and trade policies and their  effects on sustainable and equitable development.
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Dr. Edward Mabaya Dr. Edward Mabaya 
Research Professor, Department of Global Research Professor, Department of Global 

Development, Cornell UniversityDevelopment, Cornell University

Dr. Ed Mabaya is a scholar and a development practitioner with more than two decades 
of experience working on development, agribusiness value chains and food security 
issues with a regional focus on Sub-Saharan Africa. He is a Research Professor in the 
Department of Global Development at Cornell University where his teaching, research 
and outreach work focuses on economic development in Africa. From 2018 through 
June 2020, he was the Division Manager of Agribusiness Development at the African 
Development Bank where he managed continent-wide investments, partnerships and 
research in support of the Feed Africa strategy.
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Wandile SihloboWandile Sihlobo
Chief Economist, Agribusiness Chamber of Chief Economist, Agribusiness Chamber of 

South AfricaSouth Africa

Wandile Sihlobo is the Chief Economist of the Agricultural Business Chamber of 
South Africa (Agbiz) and the author of “Finding Common Ground: Land, Equity, and 
Agriculture”. He is a Senior Lecturer Extraordinary at the Department of Agricultural 
Economics at Stellenbosch University and a Visiting Research Fellow at the Wits School 
of Governance, University of the Witwatersrand. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Agricultural Economics from the University of Fort Hare and a Master of Science 
degree in Agricultural Economics from Stellenbosch University. Sihlobo was appointed 
as a member of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s Presidential Economic Advisory Council 
in 2019, having saved on the Presidential Expert Advisory Panel on Land Reform and 
Agriculture from 2018. He is also a member of the Council of Statistics of South Africa 
(Stats SA) and a Commissioner at the International Trade Commission of South Africa 
(ITAC). Sihlobo is a columnist for Business Day and Farmers Weekly magazine.
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Louise de KlerkLouise de Klerk
CEO, Timbali Technology IncubatorCEO, Timbali Technology Incubator

Louise de Klerk is Founder and CEO of Timbali Agri-Incubators. Timbali connects low 
skilled, young, inexperienced, unemployed rural people, (75% women), to sophisticated 
markets by means of its incubation product supply chain and enabling environment 
created in the Agri-Parks. Timbali’s reliable Prototype-System-Driven-Cluster-Model tips 
the balance in favour of the start-up SMME to increase economy of scale and by using a 
system-dependent-business-format that enables the small agri-business to consistently 
deliver a predictable, high-quality product to the market. This enables the small business 
to consistently deliver a predictable, high quality product resulting in significant economic 
benefits. Global statistics show that start-up businesses have a high failure rate. Timbali 
provides support services needed to create this enabling environment. This provides 
them with the opportunity to grow into independent, competitive businesses. It is achieved 
through training, mentorship, technology packaging, financing facilitation and marketing. 
The Incubator greatly improves the chances of survival of start-up businesses during the 
first three years, when they are most vulnerable.
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Ify UmunnaIfy Umunna
Co-CEO, Nourishing AfricaCo-CEO, Nourishing Africa

As the Co-Founder and Co-CEO (ICT & Programs), Ify manages the creation and 
implementation of programs for Nourishing Africa. She also oversees the ICT, Partnerships 
and Governance for the organization. Ify has international experience in gender, 
maternal and adolescent health and nutrition at The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & 
Adolescent Health (WHO), Geneva; Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition, London; and 
Girl Effect, Abuja. She previously served as the Research Officer at African Philanthropy 
Forum and the Gender Analyst for the Nigerian Dairy Development Project (NDDP) at 
Sahel. Ify has conducted field research and in-depth report analysis and writing; with a 
range of published and internal reports including PMNCH Partners’ Forum Report, NDDP 
Baseline Study, Toolkit for African Philanthropists Vol. 2 and most recently co-authored 
a chapter titled “The Influence of Religion on the Empowerment and Economic Mobility 
of Smallholder Women Dairy Farmers in Nigeria” in Muslim Women in the Economy: 
Development: Faith & Globalization, published by Routledge. Ify holds a Bachelor in 
Social Science in International Relations, Sociology and Gender and Transformation 
(first class) from the University of Cape Town, South Africa and a Masters in International 
Development with honors from the University of Warwick, United Kingdom.



8th ReNAPRI STAKEHOLDERS CONFERENCE
Towards sustainable and resilient food systems in AfricaTowards sustainable and resilient food systems in Africa

57

Gerald MasilaGerald Masila
CEO, East African Grain Council (EAGC)CEO, East African Grain Council (EAGC)

Gerald Masila has been the Executive Director of the Eastern Africa Grain Council 
(EAGC) since 2011, working to support structured grain trade in the Eastern Africa region. 
Under Mr. Masila’s leadership, the organization has grown and its operation now spans 
over 10 countries, including Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, the DRC, 
Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia and South Sudan. Mr. Masila has over 20 years of experience 
in sales, marketing, distribution, commodity trading and fast-moving consumer goods 
management, having worked in sectors including tobacco, dairy, coffee and wine.
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Betty KibaaraBetty Kibaara
Director, Food Initiative Africa, Rockefeller Director, Food Initiative Africa, Rockefeller 

FoundationFoundation

Betty Kibaara is a Director at The Rockefeller Foundation, Africa Region Office. At the 
Foundation, She leads the implementation of the Smart Food Markets of the Future 
workstream that prioritize public health, food safety and embed principles of the circular 
economy including renewable energy and waste management. She has also been 
instrumental in advancing business models for scaling up insect-based feed as an 
alternative protein for poultry and fish.  Additionally, Betty leads the YieldWise Initiative 
with a goal to reduce food loss in Maize (Tanzania), Mangoes (Kenya) and Cassava and 
Tomato value chains to improve livelihoods of the small holder farmers. 

Betty serves as the regional champion for the Foundations initiatives in strengthening food 
security, agribusiness and the building of resilience to the devastating effects of climate 
change to enable real, sustainable and equitable economic growth. She holds a Master 
of Science Degree in Agricultural and Resource Economics, Colorado State University, 
USA and Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness Management, Egerton University, Kenya.
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Dr. Daniel Adu AnkrahDr. Daniel Adu Ankrah
Lecturer, Department of Extension, University of Lecturer, Department of Extension, University of 

GhanaGhana

 Dr. Daniel Adu Ankrah is Lecturer at the Department of Agricultural Extension, College 
of Basic and Applied Sciences. His research interest cut across agricultural innovation 
system, agricultural communication, agricultural extension, gender, climate change, food 
security, agricultural policy and agricultural commercialization. He holds a Bachelor of 
Science (BSC.) Degree in Agriculture from the University of Cape Coast, Ghana, Master 
of Philosophy (MPHIL.) in Agricultural Administration from the University of Ghana and 
a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Livelihoods (International Development and Applied 
Economics) from the University of Reading in the United Kingdom (U.K)
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14h30 – 16h00THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

WEBINAR 5: TOWARDS RESILIENT, SUSTAINABLE AND TRANSFORMED 
AFRICAN FOOD SYSTEMS 

The objective of this Webinar is to contextualize the conversation of a transformed 
agrifood system in Africa.  Drawing on the Africa Agricultural Status Report (AASR21), the 
keynote presenter will set the scene by providing the conceptual framework and the key 
findings of the AASR21.  Through an exchange of ideas, panelists will identify practical 
ways through which African governments and Pan-African organizations can focus high-
impact public investments that embed resilience and sustainability in downstream levels 
of the agrifood system. 

The following questions/statements will guide the session discussions:
1. What do we mean when we talk about a “sustainable and resilient” food system?
2. Why do we need to think about food systems differently, i.e., going beyond direct 

costs and looking at externalities within the system; allowing for full cost accounting 
that includes cost to human health, health care systems, environmental costs? 

3. What factors could mitigate or exacerbate the process of building resilience and 
sustainable African food systems?

• How does the growing incidence of conflict and climate shocks, and the prevalence 
of health, economic and other shocks and stressors, slow Africa’s economic 
transformation and progress toward sustainable development?

• What investments are needed to address the challenge of persistent informality, 
limited wage employment and income insecurity? 

• Is there a role for social protection programs?  If so, which programs are most effective, 
and how can they be financed?

4. Given this context; what concrete actions can African governments, Pan-African 
Organizations and Development partners take in order to embed resilience and 
sustainability into Africa’s agri-food system?
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Moderator:

Prof. Richard Mkandawire 
Africa Director, Alliance for African Partnership (AAP), and 
Chairperson of the Malawi Planning Commission

Setting the Scene:
        
Prof. Thom Jayne        
University Foundation Professor, Michigan State University
        
Panelists Discussion:

Dr. Louise Fox 
Non-resident Senior Fellow, Africa Growth Initiative Brookings Institution

Prof. Soji Adelaja
John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor in Land Policy, Department of 
Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics Michigan State University

Boaz Keizire
Head Policy and Advocacy 
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

Dr. Nick Sitko
Senior Economist
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Dr.Richard Ayisi
Lecturer,
Department of Economics,University of Ghana

Open floor  discussion
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Prof. Richard MkandawireProf. Richard Mkandawire
Africa Director, Alliance for African Africa Director, Alliance for African 

Partnerships (AAP)Partnerships (AAP)

Prof. Richard Mkandawire is a Socio-economist and a Rural Development expert. He is 
currently the Africa Director at the Alliance for African Partnership (AAP), and Chairperson 
of the Malawi Planning Commission. Before joining AAP, he worked at the African Fertilizer 
and Agribusiness Partnership, New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 
and the Commonwealth Secretariat (Africa Center). He has extensive experience 
in development initiatives in Africa spanning a period of over three decades. He has 
researched and published extensively in agriculture development policy and related 
areas.

MODERATOR AND PANELISTS’ BIO’S

Moderator
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Prof. Thom JayneProf. Thom Jayne
University Foundation Professor, Michigan State University Foundation Professor, Michigan State 

UniversityUniversity

Thom Jayne is University Foundation Professor of Agricultural, Food, and Resource 
Economics at Michigan State University. He is a Fellow of the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association and a Distinguished Fellow of the African Association of 
Agricultural Economists. His works span numerous topics, including food marketing and 
price policies, changes in land use patterns, sustainable intensification, employment, 
and rural transformation. He has mentored dozens of young African professionals 
and played a major role in building MSU’s partnerships with African agricultural policy 
research institutes. 

Thom is Adjunct Professor at the Indaba Agricultural Policy Research Institute in Lusaka, 
Zambia, a board member of the Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Research Institutes 
(ReNAPRI), and was a founding Co-Director of the Alliance for African Partnership at 
Michigan State University. In 2017, he became the Flagship co-Leader of the CGIAR 
Policies, Institutions and Markets research program on Economy-wide Factors Affecting 
Agricultural Growth and Rural Transformation. Since 2019, Jayne has been seconded 
to the African Development Bank, serving as Special Advisor to the President. Over 
the past decade, he has received six research excellence awards, including the 2009 
Outstanding Article Award in Agricultural Economics and the 2017 AAEA Bruce Gardner 
Memorial Prize for Applied Policy Analysis.
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Dr. Louise Fox Dr. Louise Fox 
Nonresident Senior Fellow, Africa GrowthNonresident Senior Fellow, Africa Growth

 Initiative Brookings Institution Initiative Brookings Institution

Dr. Louise Fox is a non-resident Senior Fellow at the Africa Growth Initiative (AGI), which 
is part of the Global Economy and Development Program at the Brookings Institution. 
Her work at Brookings focuses on youth employment, inclusive growth, and poverty 
reduction. Her previous positions included chief economist at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), visiting Professor of Development Economic Policy 
at the University of California, Berkeley, and various positions at the World Bank.
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Prof. Soji AdelajaProf. Soji Adelaja
 John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor in Land  John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor in Land 

Policy, Department of Agricultural, Food, and Policy, Department of Agricultural, Food, and 
Resource Economics Michigan State UniversityResource Economics Michigan State University

Prof. Soji Adelaja is appointed in the tenure stream of AFRE, and in 2004 was named 
the John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor in Land Policy.  Until April 2011, he served 
as Director of the Land Policy Institute, which he founded in 2006.  In that capacity, he 
also served as the director of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, funded Michigan Higher 
Education Land Policy Consortium (MiHELP), and the People and Land Initiative (PAL).  
Prior to coming to MSU in 2004, Prof. Adelaja was at Rutgers University for 18 years, 
during which period he served as Executive Dean of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Dean of Cook College, Executive Director of the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 
Station, Director of Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Professor and Chair of Agricultural 
Food and Resource Economics, Director of the Food Policy Institute, Director of the 
Food Innovation Center, and Director of the Eco-Policy Center.  Prof. Adelaja’s work in 
public policy is highly respected and he has served as advisor to several key local, state, 
and national policy makers.
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Boaz KeizireBoaz Keizire
Senior Director African Development Institute, Senior Director African Development Institute, 
Head Policy & Advocacy, Alliance for a Green Head Policy & Advocacy, Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (AGRA)Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

Boaz Keizire, a Ugandan national, is an expert in agriculture and natural resource policy 
issues, planning, analyses as well as rural development. He has a deep understanding 
of what it takes to strengthen and support African-led institutions by sustaining a bold 
agenda for agriculture.

Boaz used his extensive national and regional networks and experiences to translate 
and influence positive actions at continental level by raising the profile of the African 
Union Commission to mobilize the global community and African Member States towards 
agricultural transformation through CAADP. Specifically, Boaz was instrumental in using 
country specific models and examples to change the quality of leadership of CAADP 
provided by the African Union Commission and is now using this expertise to lead a team 
at AGRA in supporting countries to identify, and design practical solutions for, policy 
failures inhibiting agribusinesses in Africa 
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Dr. Nick SitkoDr. Nick Sitko
Senior Economist, Food and Agriculture Senior Economist, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United NationsOrganization of the United Nations

Dr. Nicholas Sitko is an agricultural sector development expert, with over 15 years 
experience providing policy-makers and agricultural sector actors in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America with evidence-based technical advice and capacity building support to 
help achieve national economic growth, food security, and poverty reduction objectives.

He is currently a Senior Economist in the Inclusive Rural Transformation and Gender 
Equity Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, where 
he leads a team that conducts rigorous empirical studies at global, regional, and 
country-level that are designed to guide rural development policies in order to facilitate 
the achievement of the global Sustainable Development Goals. Prior to joining FAO, 
he was an Assistant Professor of International Development in the Agricultural, Food, 
and Resource Economics Department at Michigan State University. In this position, he 
served as co-co-Principal Investigator and Chief of Party for the Food Security Research 
Project, and was responsible for guiding research and capacity building activities and 
managing relationships with funding partners.
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Dr.Richard AyisiDr.Richard Ayisi
Lecturer,Department of Economics,Lecturer,Department of Economics,

University of GhanaUniversity of Ghana

Richard K. Ayisi is an economist with the Department of Economics of University of 
Ghana. He has over decade-long experience in economic policy, providing technical 
support in the areas of research and policy advice to both private enterprises, 
government and international organization. His research focus on incorporating the 
idiosyncratic characteristics of developing economics in economic models to develop 
policies that incorporate country’s specific characteristics. His research interest spans 
across development macroeconomics, monetary and financial economics, regulatory 
economics, poverty and inequalities, and adaptation strategies. Richard holds a Ph.D. 
Economics degree from University of Milan, and MPhil and bachelor’s degree from 
University of Ghana.
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Dr. Andrew Agyei-HolmesDr. Andrew Agyei-Holmes
Research Fellow, ISSERResearch Fellow, ISSER

Andrew Agyei-Holmes is a native of Akyem Tafo in the Eastern Region of Ghana and 
has lived and worked in the UK (National Energy Foundation) and in Tanzania (Mzumbe 
University) as a s Researcher. Between June 2015 and June 2018, he worked at the 
World Bank, Washington D.C, USA as a Consultant in the Chief Economist’s Office, 
Africa Region.  Since the beginning of 2018, Andrew has been a Research Fellow at 
the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research, University of Ghana. His rich 
experience doing development research across continents has not only enhanced his 
ability to work with teams with multi-cultural backgrounds, but also appreciate the need 
to explain research outcomes within different regional and cultural contexts. He also 
participates fully in community service. For example, he nurtures younger people in his 
local church and teaches both graduate and undergraduate courses at the University of 
Ghana. Andrew received his Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture from the Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in 2005 and a Master of Philosophy in 
Agricultural Economics from the University of Ghana in 2008. He also obtained a Doctor 
of Philosophy in International Development Economics from the Open University, Milton 
Keynes, England in 2014.

16h15 – 17h15WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH
CLOSING: LESSONS LEARNED AND THE WAY FORWARD

Dr. Andrew Agyei-Holmes 
Research Fellow, ISSER
        
Dr. Miltone Ayieko        
Chairman: Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI)

SPEAKERS’ BIO’S
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Dr. Miltone AyiekoDr. Miltone Ayieko
Chairman: Regional Network of Agricultural Chairman: Regional Network of Agricultural 

Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI)Policy Research Institutes (ReNAPRI)

Dr. Miltone Ayieko is the former Director of the Tegemeo Institute of Agricultural Policy and 
Development at Egerton University and the Outgoing Board Chairperson of the Regional 
Network of Agricultural Policy Institutes (ReNAPRI). Prior to his appointment, Dr. Ayieko 
was Tegemeo’s Senior Research Fellow in charge of Outreach, Communication and 
Partnerships, and the Regional Coordinator of the Integrated Seed Sector Development 
Program in Africa (ISSD Africa), whose secretariat has been hosted at Tegemeo for the 
past about three years. Before joining Tegemeo, Dr. Ayieko was a lecturer at Egerton 
University’s Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness Management 
where he taught among other courses, Agricultural Policy, Agricultural Marketing and 
International Trade.

Dr. Ayieko has more than 20 years’ experience in agricultural policy research. His research 
has focused on rural livelihoods, seed systems, market development, technology adoption 
and agricultural value chain analysis.
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SIDE EVENTS 
Time zone is GMT

9h:00 – 10:00THURSDAY 18TH, NOVEMBER 2021
SIDE EVENT 1: APRA – INCLUSIVE AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIALIZATION: 

LESSONS FROM GHANA AND NIGERIA 

Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) is a research program of the Future 
Agricultures Consortium (FAC) which has brought together researchers from 
diverse backgrounds to address the central question: which pathways to agricultural 
commercialization are the most effective in empowering women, reducing rural poverty 
and improving food and nutrition security in Sub-Saharan Africa? Over the past five 
years, this question has been addressed through in-depth, interdisciplinary, comparative 
research across nine countries. APRA has so far generated evidence and policy-relevant 
insights on how more inclusive pathways to agricultural commercialization could be 
achieved. The purpose of this side event during the 8th Annual ReNAPRI Stakeholders 
Conference is to present some of APRA’s insights from Ghana and Nigeria, and to solicit 
input from other stakeholders across the policy and practice space. 

The event will cover the following. 
 » Firstly, there will be an introduction to the work of APRA. 
 » Secondly, each Work Stream lead for Ghana and Nigeria will address evidence related 

to the following key questions: 
• Work Stream 1: what are the welfare outcomes for varying subgroups (men, women 

and youth) from selection into different commercialization pathways?
• Work Stream 2: what have been the long-term changes and outcomes of different 

pathways of agricultural commercialization?. 
 » Finally, Work Stream 1 and Work Stream 2 presenters will constitute a panel to speak 

to policy messages/’nuggets’ arising from the evidence they have presented. 
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Moderators:

Dr. John Thompson
CEO
Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) Programme

Prof. Joseph Awetori Yaro 
Professor of Human Geography
University of Ghana

Speakers:
        
Prof. Adebayo B. Aromolaran 
Professor of Agricultural & Development Economics 
Adekunle Ajasin University

Dr. Fred Dzanku
Senior Research Fellow
Institute of Statistical Social and Economic Research (ISSER), University of Ghana

Prof. Joseph Teye
Associate Professor 
Department of Geography and Resource Development, University of Ghana

Dr. Oluwafunmiso Adeola Olajide
Senior Lecturer
Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Ibadan
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Dr. John ThompsonDr. John Thompson
CEO, Agricultural Policy Research in Africa CEO, Agricultural Policy Research in Africa 

(APRA) Programme(APRA) Programme

Dr John Thompson is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Development 
Studies (IDS), UK, Director of the Future Agricultures Consortium (FAC), and CEO of 
the Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) Programme, a network of over 100 
researchers analysing pathways to more inclusive agricultural commercialisation in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS BIO’S
Moderator
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Prof. Joseph Awetori YaroProf. Joseph Awetori Yaro
Professor of Human Geography, Professor of Human Geography, 

University of GhanaUniversity of Ghana

Joseph Awetori Yaro is a Professor of Human Geography at the University of Ghana.  He 
is currently the Principal of the University of Ghana Accra City. Joseph’s teaching and 
research interests reflect a combination development studies and rural geography. He 
has done extensive research in rural Ghana in the areas of Livelihoods; Migration and 
Development; Climate Change Adaptation; Land tenure; Agricultural Commercialization; 
and Food security.  He has authored several publications in these broad developmental 
themes and contributed to a range of policy strategies for agriculture, migration, and 
climate change. 

He is currently the Vice National Advisory Board Chairman, the Hunger Project (Ghana) 
and a Board Member, Agricultural Development Bank Ltd and the Executive Chairman 
of Startrite Montessori School Ltd. He has published extensively and his research 
interests are: Financial and Monetary Sector, Private Sector Development including 
SMEs, Development Finance, Migration and Remittances and Poverty Analysis. He has 
consulted for both local and international institutions including the World Bank, African 
Development Bank, OECD, USAID, Overseas Development Institute, DFID and many 
others. He is a member of the African Economic Research Consortium and the Global 
Development Network
 

Moderator 
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Prof. Adebayo B. AromolaranProf. Adebayo B. Aromolaran
Professor of Agricultural & Development Eco-Professor of Agricultural & Development Eco-

nomics, Adekunle Ajasin University          nomics, Adekunle Ajasin University          

Dr. Fred DzankuDr. Fred Dzanku
Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical 

Social and Economic Research Social and Economic Research 
(ISSER), University of Ghana       (ISSER), University of Ghana       

Adebayo Aromolaran is a Professor of Agricultural & Development Economics at 
the Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba Akoko, (AAUA), Ondo State Nigeria.  He is 
currently the Nigeria Work Stream 1 Coordinator for the Agricultural Policy Research in 
Africa (APRA) Consortium. Adebayo is a Research and Policy Consultant on agricultural 
development and food policy in developing countries. He has consulted widely for both 
national and multilateral development agencies. 

Fred is currently Research Fellow at the Institute of Statistical Social and Economic 
Research (ISSER), University of Ghana. He is also the Ghana lead for the Agricultural 
Policy Research in Africa (APRA) consortium. Fred has experience in conducting research 
in areas that include impact evaluations using experimental and quasi-experimental 
methods, ex ante evaluation of biotechnology, and poverty reduction policy analysis.
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Prof. Joseph TeyeProf. Joseph Teye
Associate Professor, Department of Associate Professor, Department of 

Geography and Resource Development, Geography and Resource Development, 
University of Ghana.University of Ghana.

Joseph Kofi Teye is the Director of the Centre for Migration Studies (CMS) and an Associate 
Professor at the Department of Geography and Resource Development, University of 
Ghana. He holds a PhD in Geography from the University of Leeds and a Master of 
Philosophy in Social Change from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology. 
His current research interests include environmental change and migration, migration and 
development, agricultural commercialisation in Africa, and natural resource governance. 
Joseph Teye has participated in several large research projects funded by international 
organisations, including, UKRI, DFID, EU, DANIDA, and IOM. He has published several 
papers on agricultural policy, climate change and migration in a number of international 
journals. Joseph has facilitated the development of National Labour Migration Policies in 
a number of African countries, including Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Malawi.
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Dr. Oluwafunmiso Adeola OlajideDr. Oluwafunmiso Adeola Olajide
Senior Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Eco-Senior Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Eco-

nomics, University of Ibadannomics, University of Ibadan

Dr. Olajide is an Agricultural Economist, with specialization in Farming and Rural Systems 
Economics. She has over 15 years of experience in social science research with particular 
focus food security, agribusiness enterprise development and climate change while using 
gender as a cross cutting theme. Her research interest includes sustainable livelihoods, 
value chain analysis and gender issues.
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SIDE EVENT 2:  FANRPAN – BUILDING INTEGRATED AND INCLUSIVE 
CLIMATE-SMART, NUTRITION-SECURE PATHWAYS 

IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
The population of Sub-Saharan Africa is projected to double by 2050 to 2.2 billion. Climate 
change will put millions more people in Africa at risk of food and nutrition insecurity 
during this period. The FAO-WFP 2021 Hunger Hotspots report notes the alarming rate 
at which acute food security is rising globally, with 15 of the 20 worst affected countries 
in the world found in this region.  Evidence-based policies on agriculture, nutrition and 
trade are urgently needed for sustainable and resilient agri-foods systems, as well as 
the achievement of the SDGs. However, making the right decisions today to support 
sustainable, climate-resilient agri-food systems decades into the future is a complex 
task.

GCRF-Agricultural and Food systems Resilience: Increasing Capacity and Advising 
Policy (AFRICAP) is a major programme to make agriculture and food production in 
sub-Saharan Africa more productive, sustainable and resilient to climate change. A 
£9.2 million programme funded by the UK Research and Innovation through the Global 
Challenges Research Fund (GCRF), it involves UK and African research and policy 
organisations working together.
 
GCRF-AFRICAP has developed an integrated assessment framework - the integrated 
Future Estimator for Emissions and Diets (iFEED). This is a new tool that brings together 
state-of-the-art crop and climate modelling with trade and nutrition analyses, expert 
knowledge, and stakeholder-driven research agendas in order to map pathways to 
desirable futures. iFEED crop modelling is used to project the impacts of climate change 
on a range of agricultural commodities and examine possible future land use patterns to 
explore implications for future nutrition security and climate smart agriculture.
Focusing on four case study countries – Malawi, South Africa, Tanzania and Zambia 
– iFEED has gone through three stages, linked through a series of workshops and 
intermediate outputs. Firstly, stakeholder-driven descriptions of scenarios of food system 
futures were specified, including agreement of the changes to agricultural land use and 
adaptation to climate change that will take place in each scenario. Secondly, integrated 
modelling provided projections of future nutrition security and emissions for each scenario.

9h00 – 9h30FRIDAY 19TH, NOVEMBER 2021
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Lastly, modelling was integrated with a wide array of expert knowledge to provide a more 
complete assessment of pathways towards climate-smart nutrition security.
 
The outcome of this process over the past three years is an assessment of national 
nutrition security, greenhouse gas emissions and resilience to extremes for a range of 
possible food system futures. Assessed trade-offs include indications of how plausible 
trade futures affect national nutrition security. Results from the process, which are 
summarized in the form of scenario summaries, country summaries and policy topics, are 
now available for dissemination. The results suggest, amongst other things, that climate-
induced losses to crop yields can be mitigated by possible expansion of cropland for 
crop production, but with consequences for emissions and nutrition security. The Food, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN) seeks to share 
the results from the iFEED process during this Conference.

Moderators:

Ms Sithembile Mwamakamba 
AFRICAP Regional Policy Officer and FANRPAN Director of 
Policy Research and Analysis

Speakers:
        
Dr. Tshilidzi Madzivhandila
FANRPAN CEO and Head of Mission

Mr. Ian Mashingaidze
iFEED Regional Coordinator

Dr. Andrew Jamali
Research Manager- National Planning Commission (NPC), Malawi
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Ms Sithembile MwamakambaMs Sithembile Mwamakamba
AFRICAP Regional Policy Officer and FANRPAN AFRICAP Regional Policy Officer and FANRPAN 

Director of Policy Research and AnalysisDirector of Policy Research and Analysis

Sithembile Ndema Mwamakamba is the and the Regional Policy Officer for the GCRF-
Agricultural and Food System Resilience: Increasing Capacity and Advising Policy 
(AFRICAP) programme to make agriculture and food production in sub-Saharan 
Africa more productive, sustainable and resilient to climate change. Her work focuses 
on enhancing the research-to-policy interface between climate change, smallholder 
agriculture and poverty reduction by addressing the specific needs of vulnerable 
groups in Africa. She currently serves as co-chair of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) Thematic Group on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction; 
the Vice Chair of the Young Professionals for Agriculture and Development (YPARD) 
Steering Committee and a member of Farming First Steering Committee. She also serves 
as adviser on the Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) Regional Reference 
Group for Southern Africa, the Global Food and Environment Institute the GCRF African 
Science for Weather Information and Forecasting Techniques (GCRF African-SWIFT) 
programme and the Food Tank. She a Cheney Fellow at the University of Leeds.

MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS BIO’S
Moderator
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Dr. Tshilidzi MadzivhandilaDr. Tshilidzi Madzivhandila
FANRPAN CEO and Head of MissionFANRPAN CEO and Head of Mission

Dr. Tshilidzi Madzivhandila is an experienced applied research, policy analysis, monitoring 
and evaluation, policy advocacy specialist in the area of food systems, agriculture and 
natural recourses (FANR). He has more than  20 years working experience, with six 
(6) of these being at an executive management level. Tshilidzi holds a PhD Degree in 
Economics – specializing in public policies and programmes evaluation. Currently he is 
the Chief and Executive Officer (CEO) and Head of Mission of the Food, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network’s (FANRPAN). FANRPAN is a pan-African 
organization which promotes the dissemination of policy research results across Africa, 
and to act as a platform for engagement of all FANR stakeholders.  
He is also a researcher whose focus and development work is through multi-disciplinary 
and multi-country teams across Africa. With regards capacity building, Tshilidzi has 
responsibilities for supervising students and examining post graduate dissertations 
at the following institutions of higher learning; the Universities of Free State (Centre 
for Sustainable Agriculture, Rural Development & Extension); Fort Hare University 
(Department of Agricultural Economics And Extension, Faculty of Science and Agriculture), 
and University of Venda (Institute for Rural Development). 

He has also a Work Package Manager for the BMGF funder project Agriculture to 
Nutrition; Principal Investigator for the GCRF-AFRICAP: Climate-Smart Agriculture 
for Development; and Strategic Advisory Board Member of the GCRF-Partnership 
Programme for Capacity Building Food Security for Africa (CaBFoodS-Africa),  ICRISAT 
Smart Food Initiative, GCRF-Food Systems Research Network for Africa (FSNet-Africa 
), and ACIAR- High quality markets and value chains for small-scale and emerging beef 
cattle farmers in South Africa. Furthermore,  he is a Guest Editor of the Sustainable Food 
Systems - Nutrition and Sustainable Diets Journal Research Topic article collection on 
Smart Food for Healthy, Sustainable and Resilient Food Systems. Gender and social 
inclusion underpin his work.
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Ian MashingaidzeIan Mashingaidze
Regional Coordinator for the integrated Future Regional Coordinator for the integrated Future 

Estimator for Emissions andEstimator for Emissions and
 Diets (iFEED) Initiative Diets (iFEED) Initiative

Ian Mashingaidze is the Regional Coordinator for the integrated Future Estimator 
for Emissions and Diets (iFEED) initiative, under the Agricultural and Food systems 
Resilience: Increasing Capacity and Advising Policy programme supported by the Global 
Challenges Research Fund (GCRF-AFRICAP).

Ian has over thirty-five years of practical working experience in development planning and 
management in East and Southern Africa in varied positions with a range of organisations. 
These include the Mandela Institute for Development Studies (MINDS), SOS Children’s 
Villages International, Beyond 2015, the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
Analysis Network FANRPAN), Oxfam America and ActionAid International. His work has 
taken him to well over half of the countries in Africa, which has given him a very good 
appreciation of the development opportunities and challenges across the continent. 

Ian holds an MSc (Rural and Urban Planning) and a BA Honours (Geography) from 
University of Zimbabwe. Public positions he has served in include President of the 
Zimbabwe Institute of Rural and Urban Planners, Assessor in the High Court of Zimbabwe 
for the Regional Town and Country Planning Act, as well as Member of the Board of 
Trustees (Southern Region) of National Museums and Monuments of Zimbabwe.
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Dr. Andrew JamaliDr. Andrew Jamali
Research Manager- National Planning Com-Research Manager- National Planning Com-

mission (NPC), Malawimission (NPC), Malawi

Dr. Andrew Jamali- Research Manager- National Planning Commission (NPC), Malawi
 Andrew is a Population and Development expert with 19 years experience in population 
research design and implementation, project design and management, monitoring and 
evalution. He holds a Ph.D. in Demography and Social Statistics from the University of 
Southampton in England (2019), a Master of Arts in Population Studies from the University 
of Kwazulu-Natal in South Africa (2007) and  a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in 
Demography from the University of Malawi (2001). Andrew has worked for the National 
Statistical Office as Chief Statistician, as an Economist with the Ministry of Economic 
Planning, Development and Public Sector Reforms (MEPD&PSR), as Population Officer 
in the Ministry of Health and Population in Malawi. He has experience in Economic 
Planning, Climate Change Assessments and Programs Design and Implementation, 
Food Security Analysis, Gender, Youth and Adolescent Reproductive Health, and STI/
HIV/AIDS prevention Programs Design, Implementation Coordination, Monitoring 
and Evaluation, Population Advocacy and Information Education and Communication 
(IEC). Throughout his carrer, Andrew has worked in the NGO, Private and Public sector 
organisations, designing  projects, conducting research, performing analyses and 
generating reports and statistical abstracts. Andrew is a trainer in Survey Methodologies, 
(quantitative and qualitative) Data Analysis, Population IEC materials Development 
and Impact Assessment, Sexual Behavioural Change Strategies development, Gender 
mainstreaming in development projects, Monitoring and Evaluation and Knowledge 
Leveraging. He currently works as Research Manager for the National Planning 
Commission (NPC), a government think-tank on Development Plans and Programs in 
Malawi.
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SIDE EVENT 3:  FOOD TRADE COALITION FOR AFRICA (FTCA) –
 REGIONAL TRADE AS A DRIVER FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD 

SYSTEMS TRANSFORMATION IN AFRICA
ReNAPRI is a member of the Food Trade Coalition for Africa (FTCA) championed 
by AGRA. Along with being a member of the broader Coalition, ReNAPRI is also a 
member of the Steering Committee and one of the Co-Chairs of the Food and Nutrition 
Security Data and Hunger Hotspots Task Force.  FTCA is a platform for coordination of 
interventions and coherent policy influencing, and aims at sharing of knowledge, lessons 
and leveraging partner and government engagement. 
Regional trade is a pathway for Africa’s recovery and can be a key driver in the building 
of resilient food systems. Africa is not achieving its potential in food trade, increasing 
the risk of widespread hunger and malnutrition. With careful management, regional food 
trade can be an important force in driving transformation of Africa’s food systems. The 
transformation of Africa’s food system is complex and will require complex, holistic and 
nuanced approaches. It will involve multiple sectors, industries and stakeholders. It will 
also involve ensuring women and youth are empowered and become key players in food 
trade in Africa.  

Boosting intra-African trade is likely to increase the resilience of regional markets, 
particularly for smaller and landlocked economies. More resilient regional markets will 
attract inclusive investments, generate economic opportunities and improve resilience of 
key sectors of the economies and the rural areas, linking them with consumers in rapidly 
growing urban areas and companies beyond national boundaries. A key development 
that has the potential to significantly alter the landscape in intra-regional food trade and 
move Africa toward food security, is the African Continental Free Trade Area (AFCTA). 
With trading beginning in January 2021, a simulation of the potential impact of the AFCTA 
in 24 countries, showed an increase in economic output of $211 billion by 2035. This 
could have significant impacts on economic growth, employment and could lift millions 
out of poverty.  

The Food Trade Coalition for Africa, with a variety of members that include ReNAPRI, 
aim to increase intra-African food trade by working with key stakeholders in the public 
sector, 

9h45 – 11h15FRIDAY 19TH, NOVEMBER 2021
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the private sector, the Regional Economic Communities, among others, to coordinate 
food trade interventions and investments across the continent. 

One of the avenues the Coalition engages stakeholders does this is by bringing key 
players together to dialogue on key issues that have an impact on food trade in Africa.  
The discussions involving key stakeholders from the public sector, the private sector, 
the Regional Economic Communities, donor partners, research institutions, and other 
international organizations working in food trade, aim to build a stronger consensus 
around key priority areas in food trade policy.  

During ReNAPRI’S 8th Annual Stakeholders Conference, the Food Trade Coalition for 
Africa will host a panel on, “Regional Food Trade as a Driver for Sustainable Food Systems 
Transformation in Africa”. This session will explore ways of advancing sustainable food 
and nutrition security data and market information focused on Regional Food Balance 
Sheets as an instrument for policy predictability. Lack of reliable data when it is needed 
could result in missed opportunity to guide and influence the decisions of private sector, 
governments, and donors in channeling their resources to support smallholder farmers 
and the vulnerable, as well in making trade related decisions. The session will discuss 
how to strengthen generation of evidence and its use in decision making processes 
around policy formulation and implementation in food markets. 

The panel will bring together members from the key stakeholders in food trade in Africa 
including the public sector, regional economic communities, and development partners. 
During the session, panelists will talk about how this will work and what challenges need 
to be resolved and by which stakeholder in order to make this initiative successful. This 
session will explore ways of advancing sustainable food and nutrition security data and 
market information gathering with through use of digital technology in crop production 
forecasting for decision making as well as in the use of RFBS as an instrument for policy 
predictability.  The objectives of the session as follows;
1. Promote the Regional Food Balance Sheet to a wider audience for ownership and 

buy-in as well as garner support for the initiative; 
2. Identify some of the challenges that could impede the successful roll out of the RFBS 

Initiative and proposed remedies including who does what; 
3. Explore collaboration of the stakeholders – data sourcing, use of the products of 

RFBS; dissemination of the outputs of the initiative; and, 
4. Increase engagement on the Regional Food Balance Sheet.
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Keynote:

Providence Mavubi 
Director of Industry and Agriculture, COMESA Secretariat

Moderators:

Daniel Njiwa
Head, Regional Food Trade, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

Protase Echessah
Senior Program Officer - Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

Panelists:
        
Richard Choularton  
Director, Agriculture and Economic Growth Tetra Tech

Dr. Catherine Nakalembe
Associate Research Professor, University of Maryland NASA Harvest Africa

Ziad Hamoui 
National President, Ghana Borderless Alliance

Dr. Martin Fregene 
Director of Agriculture and Agro-Industry, African Development Bank
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Providence Mavubi Providence Mavubi 
Director of Industry and Agriculture at Director of Industry and Agriculture at 

COMESA Secretariat COMESA Secretariat 

Providence Mavubi is a development practitioner with over 16 years working in the 
promotion of agribusiness trade and industry development. She has worked with various 
government ministries & agencies, donor organizations, and private sector in the promotion 
of agribusiness, industry development, trade and investment, mobilization of resources 
and establishment of networks to support increased private sector engagement in business 
trade and investment. She has trained, coached and mentored startup businesses and 
facilitate them with financial institutions linkages. Before joining COMESA, she was the 
Local Sourcing Development Manager at Bralirwa Plc a Heineken Subsidiary. Previous 
post includes: Business Development Service Expert with USAID/Nguriza Nshore 
Project in Rwanda; Investment Specialist/Embedded Advisor at the Private Sector Driven 
Agricultural Growth (PSDAG) Project that support USAID Rwanda Mission and the 
Government of Rwanda (GoR) Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINAGRI); 
Export Marketing Manager with the Rwanda Development Board (RDB) and a Senior 
Agribusiness Officer with the former Rwanda Investment and Export Promotion Agency 
(RIEPA). Providence Mavubi hold a Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainable Management 
from Maastricht School of Management (Netherlands); Master’s degree in Agribusiness 
Management and a bachelor’s degree in business administration Major Economics from 
Central Luzon State University (Philippines)

MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS BIO’S
Keynote
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Daniel NjiwaDaniel Njiwa
Head, Regional Food Trade, Alliance for a Green Head, Regional Food Trade, Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (AGRA)Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

 Daniel is Head of Regional Food Trade & Resilience under Policy & State Capability 
Division and he is based in Nairobi, Kenya. Prior to joining AGRA, Daniel played leadership 
roles in the formulation and implementation of country and regional CAADP investment 
programs and agriculture trade related projects in over 12 countries of the Eastern and 
Southern Africa sub- region. Daniel, a Malawian national, brings over 17 years’ experience 
working and collaborating with key Regional Economic Communities such as COMESA, 
EAC, SADC and donor agencies such as UKAID, EU, World Bank among others. He has 
also consulted for international agencies including the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) and International Water Management Institute (IWMI). His recent experience 
implementing the Food Trade for East and Southern Africa program and the Regional 
Food Security and Risk Management project has shaped Daniel into one of the leading 
practitioners of inclusive growth and development through agriculture trade in the region. 
He has spearheaded public-private investments and critical policy reforms in regional food 
trade initiatives affording wide participation of small businesses and farmers in regional 
agriculture value chains boosting incomes and food security. Daniel is a double holder 
of Master of Science degrees in International Business Administration and Agriculture 
Economics obtained from University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) and University of Malawi respectively.
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Protase EchessahProtase Echessah
Senior Program Officer, Alliance for a Green Senior Program Officer, Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (AGRA)Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

 Protase is an International Trade and Food Security Expert with over twenty (20) years 
of experience in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) analyzing, managing and promoting all 
aspects of Agricultural Trade including value chain development, food security, export 
promotion, regional economic analysis and integration. He has worked with National 
and Regional institutions including Regional Economic Communities (COMESA, EAC, 
SADC). He is conversant with multilateral trading system and have vast experience 
in donors programme management; proven track record of delivering against defined 
milestones and target; successful engagements in short- and long-term assignments 
designing and implementing trade and food security projects
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Richard ChoulartonRichard Choularton
Director, Agriculture and EconomicDirector, Agriculture and Economic

 Growth Tetra Tech Growth Tetra Tech

 Richard Choularton is the Director of Agriculture and Economic Growth at Tetra Tech 
where he leads international work on smart climate agriculture, market systems, and 
climate risk management for clients including the World Bank, World Food Programme, 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and USAID. He is a Senior Advisor to the Eastern 
and Southern Africa Regional Food Balance Sheet initiative working closely with AGRA, 
COMESA, RCRMD, FAO, NASA Harvest, and national partners. He is the former 
Chief of the World Food Program’s Climate and Disaster Risk Reduction Unit, where 
he established an innovation program to develop the next generation of climate risk 
management tools to address food crises.  He holds a Masters of Science in Risk, Crisis 
and Disaster Management.
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Dr. Catherine NakalembeDr. Catherine Nakalembe
Associate Research Professor, University of Associate Research Professor, University of 

Maryland NASA Harvest AfricaMaryland NASA Harvest Africa

Dr. Catherine Nakalembe is an Associate Research Professor at the University of 
Maryland. She is the NASA Harvest Africa Program Director, a member of the NASA 
SERVIR Applied Sciences Team and serves as the Agriculture and Food Security 
Thematic Lead. Catherine has broad research interests and leads projects focusing on the 
development methods and applications of satellite remote sensing and machine learning 
to agriculture and food security, land use and land-use change mapping, humanitarian 
mapping, and climate change, and supports several capacity-building programs in the 
use of remote sensing for agriculture monitoring and research. She is a 2020 Africa Food 
Prize Laureate for her dedication to improving the lives of smallholder farmers by using 
satellite technology to harness data to guide agricultural decision-making. Dr. Nakalembe 
was a 2020 University of Maryland Research Excellence Honoree and in 2019 received 
the Inaugural GEO Individual Excellence Award. She was featured in the 2020 Women 
and GIS, Volume 2:  Stars of Spatial Science ESRI Press book and  featured as a Quartz 
Africa Innovators 2021
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Ziad Hamoui Ziad Hamoui 
National President, Ghana Borderless National President, Ghana Borderless 

AllianceAlliance

Ziad is a Chartered logistician, regional integration advocate and businessman, with 
18 years of private sector experience in logistics and transport in Ghana, as well as 
a decade of development expertise across West Africa. He was a Founding member, 
and current National President for Ghana of Borderless Alliance, an award-winning, 
private sector led, multi-stakeholder advocacy group that promotes regional economic 
integration in West Africa and tackles barriers to regional trade and transport. Ziad was 
also a Founding member of the “Trade Facilitation Coalition for Ghana” (TFCG), a private 
sector led grassroot-level campaign to enhance trade and business in Ghana and has 
served on several high-level national and international advisory assignments:

• Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of the “Regional Food Trade Coalition” (RFTC)
• Member of the Transport and Connectivity Strategy Group of the “Africa-Europe 

Foundation” (AEF-TCSG)
• Member of the “National Trade Facilitation Committee” for Ghana (NTFC-GH)
• Member of the Technical Working Groups of the “National AfCFTA Coordination Office” 

in Ghana (Trade Policy & Trade Facilitation Working Groups)
• Member of the Technical Working Group on Border Security for SGI Ghana
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Dr. Martin FregeneDr. Martin Fregene
Director of Agriculture and Agro-Industry, Director of Agriculture and Agro-Industry, 

African Development BankAfrican Development Bank

Dr. Martin Fregene is a geneticist and agricultural policy expert with over 25 years of 
research and development experience at two International Agricultural Research Centers 
(IARCs). He is currently Director of Agriculture and Agro-Industry (AHAI) at the African 
Development Bank.
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SIDE EVENT 4:  STAAARS (+) – COHORT RESEARCH OUTPUTS 
The Structural Transformation of African and Asian Agriculture and Rural Spaces 
(STAAARS+) Fellows program of the USAID Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy, 
Research, Capacity and Influence is a is a collaboration between Cornell University, 
Michigan State University (MSU), and the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) to advance rigorous, policy-oriented food security research on topics of inclusive 
agricultural- and rural transformation, development of healthy food systems, and 
enhanced resilience at individual, household, national and regional levels in Africa and 
Asia. The objective is to build and reinforce an effective policy research culture within 
African and Asian policy research organizations that can help build and sustain research 
capacity beyond the life of PRCI and the STAAARS+ program. 

This session will start brief introductions followed by STAAARS+ Cohort 1 team 
presenting for 15 minutes and a facilitated interaction and Q&A. Cohort 1 Fellows will 
circulate research outputs (e.g., papers, policy briefs, or related materials). To engage 
the newly selected Cohort 2 Fellows, they will be invited to attend and engage with the 
presentations, Cohort 1 fellows, and the broader ReNAPRI and PRCI communities. The 
objectives of the session are as follows;
 » Professional interactions between STAAARS+ Fellows and colleagues in the ReNAPRI 

network (and beyond)
 » Dissemination of STAAARS+ research outputs
 » Cross-cohort interaction between Cohort 1 and Cohort 2 Fellows

11h30 – 13h00FRIDAY 19TH, NOVEMBER 2021
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Moderator:

Prof. Chris Barrett
Stephen B. and Janice G. Ashley Professor of Applied 
Economics and Management
Cornell University

Speakers:
        
Dr. Karim Nchare
Assistant Professor
African School of Economics

Marcel Vitouley
Research Assistant
Institute for Empirical Research in Political Economy (IERPE)
African School of Economics

Dr. Birhan Sisay Demissie
Assistant Professor 
Institute of Disaster Risk Management & Food Security Studies 
Bahir Dar University

Dr. Tesfahun Asmamaw Kasie
Assistant Professor 
Institute of Disaster Risk Management & Food Security Studies 
Bahir Dar University

Mouhamed Rassoul Sy
Data Analyst
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

Blessing Atwine
Research Analyst
Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC) Uganda
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Prof. Chris BarrettProf. Chris Barrett
Stephen B. and Janice G. Ashley Professor of Stephen B. and Janice G. Ashley Professor of 

Applied Economics and Management Applied Economics and Management 
Cornell UniversityCornell University

Chris Barrett is an agricultural and development economist at Cornell University. He is 
the Stephen B. and Janice G. Ashley Professor of Applied Economics and Management, 
and an International Professor of Agriculture at the Charles H. Dyson School of Applied 
Economics and Management, as well as a Professor in the Department of Economics, 
a Professor in the Department of Global Development, and a Fellow of the Cornell 
Atkinson Center for Sustainability. He is co-editor-in-chief of the journal Food Policy, 
edits the Palgrave Macmillan book series Agricultural Economics and Food Policy, co-
edits the Elsevier Handbook of Agricultural Economics, volumes 5 and 6, and previously 
was editor of the American Journal of Agricultural Economics. He is an elected Fellow of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association, and the African Association of Agricultural Economists, and has 
won numerous university, national and international awards for teaching, research and 
policy outreach and public service. His more than 350 publications have been cited more 
than 47,000 times, placing him among the top five scholars globally in the agricultural 
economics, development economics, food security, poverty, and resource economics 
fields, according to Google Scholar, and well within the top 1 percent of all economists 
worldwide according to RePEc/IDEAS. He has served as a principal investigator on 
more than $43 million in extramural research grants from various corporate, foundation, 
government agency and nongovernmental organization sponsors. 

MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS BIO’S
Moderator
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.
He has supervised more than 100 graduate students and post-docs, many of whom now 
serve on faculty and staff at leading universities and research institutes worldwide. He 
has held leadership roles at Cornell, including as the Deputy Dean and Dean of Academic 
Affairs of the SC Johnson College of Business, and as the David J. Nolan Director of 
the Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management, and externally as President 
of the Association of Christian Economists, and Chair of the International Section of 
the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association. He serves on a variety of boards 
and panels, including on the Independent Science and Development Council of the 
CGIAR and the elected Executive Board of the International Association of Agricultural 
Economics currently. He previously served on faculty at Utah State University and has 
been a visiting scholar at Harvard, Melbourne, Monash, Notre Dame, Stanford and UC-
San Diego. 
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Dr. Karim NchareDr. Karim Nchare
Assistant Professor, African School Assistant Professor, African School 

of Economicsof Economics

Dr. Karim Nchare is an Assistant Professor at the African School of Economics and a 
Visiting Research Scholar at the Department of Politics of Princeton University. He has 
advanced skills in field-based socio-economic research methods including preparation of 
survey tools, supervising data collection, performing data analysis, and writing technical 
reports. His research interests include the development of causal inference methods 
in presence of censoring, misreporting, and measurement errors with applications to 
Education, Agriculture, and Political Economy. Dr. Nchare received his Ph.D. in Economics 
from the Pennsylvania State University with a concentration in Econometrics. He also 
holds an MSc in Applied Statistics from Ecole Normale Superieure de Statistiques et 
d’Economie Appliquee (ENSEA), and an MSc in Economics from the University of 
Montreal. He is fluent in English and French. 
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Marcel VitouleyMarcel Vitouley
 Research Assistant, Institute for Empirical Research Assistant, Institute for Empirical

 Research in Political Economy (IERPE), African  Research in Political Economy (IERPE), African 
School of EconomicsSchool of Economics

Marcel Vitouley works as a research assistant at the Institute for Empirical Research in 
Political Economy (IERPE) of the African School of Economics. He designs surveys and 
performs statistical analysis using quantitative methods to evaluate the impact of social 
reforms in Sub-Saharan Africa, especially in Benin. He is interested in development 
economics, particularly on issues related to Agriculture, Education, and Infrastructure. 
He holds a Master of Science in Mathematics, Statistics, and Economics.



8th ReNAPRI STAKEHOLDERS CONFERENCE
Towards sustainable and resilient food systems in AfricaTowards sustainable and resilient food systems in Africa

100

Dr. Birhan Sisay DemissieDr. Birhan Sisay Demissie
Assistant Professor, Institute of Disaster Risk Assistant Professor, Institute of Disaster Risk 

Management & Food Security Studies, Bahir Dar Management & Food Security Studies, Bahir Dar 
UniversityUniversity

Birhan S. Demissie is an assistant professor in the Institute of Disaster Risk Management 
& Food Security Studies at Bahir Dar University. He was the 2020 STAAARS+ fellow 
and studied a topic on “Climate Shocks and Resilience: Evidence from Rural Ethiopia”.  
He received his Ph.D. degree in Development Studies from Addis Ababa University 
(Ethiopia) in 2018. His Ph.D. thesis investigated the state and determinants of poverty, 
vulnerability and resilience in rural Ethiopia by applying a range of econometric models. 
In his Ph.D. thesis, Demissie found the continuing scourge of poverty in Ethiopia, weather 
shocks as the major drivers of poverty and resilience capacities as the key mitigation 
measures of adverse shock impacts. Advancing his Ph.D. research agenda, Demissie is 
currently focusing on investigating the impact of weather shocks on household wellbeing 
outcomes (food security) and the real contributions of household resilience capacity 
in mitigating shock impacts. Demissie is highly interested in using multi-topic quality 
datasets and applying inter-disciplinary resilience research methodologies in context 
specific geographical regions (e.g., Sub-Sahara Africa). 
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Dr. Tesfahun Asmamaw KasieDr. Tesfahun Asmamaw Kasie
Assistant Professor, Institute of Disaster Risk Assistant Professor, Institute of Disaster Risk 

Management & Food Security Studies, Bahir Dar Management & Food Security Studies, Bahir Dar 
UniversityUniversity

Tesfahun A. Kasie is an assistant professor in the Institute of Disaster Risk Management 
& Food Security Studies at Bahir Dar University (Ethiopia). He was the 2020 STAAARS+ 
fellow and studied a topic on “Climate Shocks and Resilience: Evidence from Rural 
Ethiopia”. His main research interests include disaster risk, livelihood resilience and 
food security. He received his doctoral degree in Local Development & International 
Cooperation from Jaume I University (Spain) in 2017. His Ph.D. thesis examined resilience 
properties of rural livelihoods constructed in the risky environments of Ethiopia. In his 
thesis he makes use of interdisciplinary perspectives involving Modern Portfolio Theory, 
Household Economy and Social-ecological systems Approaches to explain resilience 
properties of household livelihood systems with food security as the primary wellbeing 
outcomes of concern. Following his Ph.D. study he continued investigating the same 
research agenda on risk and resilience as applied to social systems covering wider 
range of wellbeing outcomes including health and nutrition security 
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Mouhamed Rassoul SyMouhamed Rassoul Sy
Data Analyst, Food and Agriculture Organization Data Analyst, Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations of the United Nations 

Mouhamed is a Data Analyst at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where he supports the development and implementation of the global Tool for 
Agroecology Performance Evaluation (TAPE). Previously, he worked as a Research 
Analyst and Principal Statistician at the Senegalese Institute of Agricultural Research 
(ISRA), where he monitored various cross-country research projects and surveys, 
conducted many technical efficiency studies, and contributed to several nationwide 
impact evaluations. Mouhamed holds a B.Sc. in Statistics from the National School 
of Statistics (ENSAE – 2014) and an M.Sc. in Econometrics from Cheikh Anta Diop 
University (UCAD – 2017).
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Blessing AtwineBlessing Atwine
 Research Analyst, Economic Policy Research  Research Analyst, Economic Policy Research 

Centre (EPRC) UgandaCentre (EPRC) Uganda

Blessing Atwine is a Research Analyst at Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC)—
Uganda in the microeconomics Department with unique expertise in micro level data 
analysis and data collection. She is also a fellow in the Structural Transformation of 
African and Asian Agriculture and Rural spaces (STAAARS+) program, a collaboration 
with Cornel University and Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy Research, Capacity 
and Influence (PRCI). Blessing holds a Masters of Arts in Economics and Bachelors of 
Arts in Economics degree from Makerere University. 
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SIDE EVENT 6:  RESEARCH TO POLICY – PEER LEARNING PANEL ON 
EFFECTIVE POLICY OUTREACH STRATEGIES

The purpose of this side event is to share successes and lessons learned on policy 
outreach by the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy Research, 
Capacity, and Influence (PRCI). PRCI Core Centers for Policy Leadership will each 
present one policy implication from their research and share one example of how they 
have shared those implications with decision makers or other stakeholders. A panel 
discussion will dig deeper into the experiences to promote peer learning.

15h00 – 16h30FRIDAY 19TH, NOVEMBER 2021

Moderator:

Dr. Kristin Davis 
Senior Research Fellow, Development Strategy and Governance 
Division (DSGD), 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
     
Speakers:
        
Prof. David Tschirley
Professor, Department of Food, Agricultural, and Resource Economics,
Michigan State University 
Director, USAID Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy Research, 
Capacity, and Influence (PRCI)
 
Dr. Swaibu Mbowa
Senior Research Fellow, Economic Policy Research Center (EPRC), Uganda

Aika Aku
Assistant lecturer, Department of Food and Resource Economics 
(DeFRE) Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) Tanzania
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Dr. Cheickh Sadibou 
Research Fellow, Bureau d’Analyses Macro-Economiques, Institut 
Sénégalais   de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA-BAME)

Dr. Benjamin Olusegun Oyelami 
Communication officer, Innovation Lab for Policy Leadership 
in Agriculture and Food security (PiLAF), University of Ibadan Nigeria

Dr. Kristin DavisDr. Kristin Davis
Senior Research Fellow, Development Strategy Senior Research Fellow, Development Strategy 
and Governance Division (DSGD), International and Governance Division (DSGD), International 

Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

Kristin Davis is a Senior Research Fellow in the Development Strategy and Governance 
Division of the International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington, D.C. She serves 
as the co-director of the Feed the Future Developing Local Extension Capacity project. 
Davis, a U.S. national, joined IFPRI in November 2004 as a postdoctoral fellow. She 
has conducted research on farmer field schools, rural institutions, agricultural innovation 
systems, pluralistic extension systems and extension education in Africa and worldwide. 
She has published over 40 peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, and policy 
briefs. She has served as president of the Association for International Agricultural and 
Extension Education (AIAEE) and currently serves on the board. She is Editor-in-Chief 
of the Journal of Agricultural Education and Extension (JAEE). Davis was the architect 
of the New Extensionist Learning Kit, a set of modules containing core competencies 
for the global extension agent. In 2020 she led the publication of the book Agricultural 
extension: Global status and performance in selected countries.

MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS BIO’S
Moderator
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Prof. David TschirleyProf. David Tschirley
Professor, Department of Food, Agricultural, and Professor, Department of Food, Agricultural, and 
Resource Economics, Michigan State University, Resource Economics, Michigan State University, 
Director, USAID Innovation Lab for Food Security Director, USAID Innovation Lab for Food Security 
Policy Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI)Policy Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI)

David Tschirley is Professor in the Department of Food, Agricultural, and Resource 
Economics at Michigan State University.  He co-directs the department’s internationally 
renowned Food Security Group (FSG) and Directs the USAID-funded Innovation Lab for 
Food Security Policy Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI).  Over nearly 30 years 
his work has emphasized three areas: (1) agrifood system transformation focusing on the 
impacts of changing diets and the evolving roles of “modern” and “traditional” marketing 
channels, (2) the intersection of food aid, staple food markets, and emergency response, 
and (3) institutional approaches to linking smallholder farmers to high value markets.  Dr.  
Tschirley has broadly published in peer-reviewed journals, served as the Lead External 
Author for IFAD’s 2019 Rural Development Report, was a member of the World Food 
Program’s Technical Review Panel for its Purchase for Progress (P4P) program and 
has been a consultant to over 10 international organizations.  Fluent in Spanish and 
Portuguese, Dr. Tschirley has lived long-term in Ecuador (1987-1990) and Mozambique 
(1995-98) and works most actively now in East and Southern Africa.
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Dr. Swaibu MbowaDr. Swaibu Mbowa
Senior Research Fellow, Economic Policy Re-Senior Research Fellow, Economic Policy Re-

search Center (EPRC), Ugandasearch Center (EPRC), Uganda

Dr. Swaibu Mbowa is currently a Senior Research Fellow at EPRC. He joined the Centre 
as a Research Fellow in August 2011 and he had previously worked at the Centre as a 
Research Associate. His other prior appointments include: Senior Scientist, KwaZulu-
Natal Department of Agriculture (1997); Lecturer Department of Agricultural Economics 
and Agribusiness Makerere University (1998) – later promoted to Senior Lecture in 2001; 
Consultant at the Agricultural Economics Research Institute (LEI), Wageningen in the 
Netherlands. His areas of research include agricultural policy analysis, socio-economic 
and agribusiness development studies.

He holds a PhD in Agricultural Economics from the University of Natal (1997); MSc 
(Agricultural Economics) and Bachelor of Arts (Economics/Rural Economics), both of 
Makerere University.
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Aika AkuAika Aku
Assistant lecturer, Department of Food and Re-Assistant lecturer, Department of Food and Re-
source Economics (DeFRE) Sokoine University of source Economics (DeFRE) Sokoine University of 

Agriculture (SUA) TanzaniaAgriculture (SUA) Tanzania

Aika Aku is an Assistant lecturer in the College of Economics and Business Studies 
(CoEBS) at the Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) in Tanzania. Her area of interest 
is on relationship among crops value chain, rural urban livelihoods, poverty and gender 
dynamics. She has worked with different research projects and assignments in the areas 
of women   and youths’ livelihoods, land access and women’s collective actions.

Aika’s ongoing projects include analyzing opportunities for and constraints to women 
empowerment in Tanzania Cashew value chain; and assessing the use of Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) extension to farmer-centered agroecological 
approaches for conveying complex and context-specific information and facilitating deep 
cognitive engagement with new ideas in Tanzania.

Ms. Aku is a PRCI fellow with Masters in Agricultural Economics from Egerton University, 
in Kenya.
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Dr. Cheickh SadibouDr. Cheickh Sadibou
Research Fellow, Bureau d’Analyses Mac-Research Fellow, Bureau d’Analyses Mac-

ro-Economiques, Institut Sénégalais de Re-ro-Economiques, Institut Sénégalais de Re-
cherches Agricoles (ISRA-BAME)cherches Agricoles (ISRA-BAME)

Dr Cheickh Sadibou Fall is a research Fellow at the Senegalese Institute of Agricultural
research (ISRA) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural equipment of the Republic of
Senegal. At the same time, he is the long-term planning policy officer at ISRA.

He holds a PHD in economics from University of Pau in France and a Master degree in
economics and Statistics from the Free University of Brussels in Belgium. His research 
fieldsare mainly Agricultural and Trade policies, value chain analysis. He is also member 
of the African Growth and Development Policy Modeling Consortium (AGRODEP) since 
2010
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Dr. Benjamin Olusegun OyelamiDr. Benjamin Olusegun Oyelami
Communication officer, Innovation Lab for Pol-Communication officer, Innovation Lab for Pol-
icy Leadership in Agriculture and Food security icy Leadership in Agriculture and Food security 

(PiLAF) University of Ibadan Nigeria(PiLAF) University of Ibadan Nigeria

Benjamin Olusegun Oyelami is an Agricultural Value Chain and Rural Development 
specialist who bagged his Ph.D from the Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural 
Development in the Nigeria’s premier University (The University of Ibadan). He had his 
first degree in Agricultural Economics and Extension and second degree in Agricultural 
Extension and Rural Development from Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, 
Ogbomoso, Oyo State, where he finished with distinction. 

Dr Oyelami’s area of research interest is in entrepreneurship along the Agricultural Value 
Chain as well as Rural Development. His thesis centred on the deployment of outgrower 
scheme to solve the recurrent market challenge facing cassava farmers in Southwestern 
Nigeria as an area that demands key policy action in Nigeria. He has worked extensively 
within Nigeria’s rural sector among farmers and the rural folks in collaboration with 
organisations like IITA, USAID MARKETS, TCN-Nigeria etc. and still has strong passion 
to impact on the rural sector through training and various qualitative and participatory 
research approaches. Currently, he serves as the Communication officer/Researcher 
at the Innovation Lab for Policy Leadership in Agriculture and Food security (PiLAF), 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria where he engages in cutting-edge policy related researches 
meant to impact on the nation’s agri-food system University of Ibadan.


